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PREFACE T THE SECOND EDITION

published as early as 1932, Asamar Padya Buranji,
or the Metrical Chronicle of Assam is one of the earli-
est publications of this Department. Put together in
a single volume, both the Chronicles : Kali-Bharal
Buranji by Dutiram Hazarika and Belimarar Buranji
by Biswesvara Vaidyadhipa are the best known his-
torical literature, composed in beautiful verses of varied
metres. Though composed in the style of a V aishnava
poetry, Dutiram’s work is a historical treatise par
excellence, and it is not sO much as a specimen of
Vaisnava poetry but as a piece of historical treatise
that we are to attach importance (0 his work, as to that
of Vaidyadhipa. No other chronicle, published or
unpublished is found to have covered the period of
Ahom history till 1858 or to the transter of power from
the hands of the East India Company to the authority
of the British Crown, and hence the importance of the
work of Dutiram. He was a poet of no mean order as
well, and his work contains some details which are not
found in other chronicles. So is the work of Vaidya-
dhipa who commences his work from 1792 or from
the advent of Captain Welsh to Assam at the instance
of the Ahom ruler Gaurinath Ginha. His Buranji is
one of the few contemporary accounts of the Burmese
invasions, aarrated in detail. And it goes to the credit
of hoth the poets that they conveniently chose couplets
of Vaisnava poetry to describe mundane affairs of men.
No new matter has been added in this edition, nor has
the textual matter been disturbed in any way. It is
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The present publication Asamar Padya-Buranji, or
a metrical chronicle of Assam, contains two separate
hooks, viz. Kali-bharat Buranji by Dutiram Swarnakar
Hazarika Satola, a history of Assam from the accession
of Sulikpha Ratnadhwaj Singha Lora Raja in 1679, to
the transfer of the territories of the Honourable East
India Company to the Crown in 1858 ; and Belimarar
Buranji by Bisweswar Vaidyadhipa, from Captain
Welsh's expedition to Assam in 1792 to the victory of
the Burman army at Khagarijan or Nowgong in 1819.
Both these books were compiled, directly or indirectly,
at the instance of Maharaja Purandar Singha, King of
Assam from 1817 to 1818 during the period of Burmese
invasion, and feudatory chief of Upper Assam under
British protection from 1833 to 1838. The original
manuscript of Dutiram’s book was recovered for the
Assam Sahitya-Sabha by Srijut Harinarayan Datta-
Barua, Teacher, Jorhat Normal Training School, from
the author’s elder son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika of
Jorhat ; and that of Bisweswar’s chronicle by Srijut
Hemachandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti and son-
inJaw of the late Juvaraj Kesavkanta Singha, from a
villager of his locality.

The Department records its indebtedness to the
Assam Sahitya-Sabha for lending the manuseript of
Dutiram with permission to use it for publication ; to
Srijut  Harinarayan Datta-Barua, a Corresponding
Member of our Department, for obtaining the permis-
sion of Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for publishing his
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INTRODUECTION

The present book Asamar Padya-Buranji, or a metrical
chronicle of Asam, represents a distinet and numerous branch
of Assamese historical literature. Unlike their precursors of
medizval England where history and romance went hand in
hand the rhymed Assamese chronicles have great significance as
compilations of facts. The Assamese buranjis, whether writing
in matter-of-fact stubborn prose or in the more human vehicle
of verse, were guided by the pre-eminent object of faithfully
and correctly enscrolling facts as they were gleaned from state
papers, or the testimony of relinble eye-witnesses and actual
participators of the events described. Any irregularity or dis-
crepancy which we may come across was due to unintelligent
handling of the original sources rather than to wilful misre-
presentation or exaggeration. The cloak of anonymity which
was used by almost all the chroniclers was due to the necessity
of averting the retribution and vengeance to which they were
exposed for their impartial narration of facts by which they
threw into proper perspectives the public acts—creditable and
otherwise—of powerful potentates and princes. When anonymity
was discarded it was because the particular writer wrote his
treatise under the commigsion of the state, or regarded truthful
narration as a public service or when he left special instructions
to his successors and heirs to refrain from exhibiting the book
to any one but to a trusted friend. The practically universal
anonymity in the authorship of the buranjis and the great secrecy
insisted upon in their circulation are a guarantee of their good
faith, specially when we know that even the most curious and
insignificant event recorded in one buranji receives its corro-
boration in another. The fact may be untrue and impossible,
but the chronicler believed it to be true, and his bonafides are
unquestionable.

Rigid adherence to truth became an established traditional
feature of Assamese historical compilations, and the existence of
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claim to permanence and universality. Assamese historical
poztry takes us from the groves of Vrindavana to the steppes of
the Patkai Hills, from the world of unreality to that of reality
and truth. This touch of realism is a significant departure in
view of the rigid conformity to idealistic conventions which
Indian poetics insisted upon. The abrupiness of this transition
is avoidid by the poets of our Asamar Padya-Buranji by intro-
ducing the glorification of Srikrishna, the cardinal essence of
all Vaisnava poetry, as the motif of their secular and realistic

performances.

A. DuriraM Hazariga's BURANIL

Manuscript. The manuscript of Dutiram  Hazarika’s
buranji has been obtained from the Assam Sahitya-Sabha. It
was recovered for the Sabha by Srijut Harinarayan Datta-Barua
from Dutiram’s son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika sometime in
1926. Our attention was drawn to this book by a detailed
review contributed to the Assam Sahitya-Sabha Patrika, Vol. 1.
No. 2, by Srijut Nakulchandra Bhuyan.

The manuscript is in the form of a puthi containing 137
folios. The folios, each measuring 3 in.x 8 in, are made up
by pasting sheets of Kabuliat forms. The author or the trans-
criber has made use of the blank pages of the forms on the
reverse of the printed pages. The gum has given way in many
places and the printed matter has been exposed lo view, in one
of which we get an entry in ink referring to the revenue of the
year 1873, A.D. and 1279 Bengali era, which leads us to infer
that the book was transcribed whether by the author or by his
copyist not earlier than the year 1873. Each page of the manus-
cript contains 8 to 9 lines,

Subject. The book is a metrical chronicle of Assam deal-
ing with the reigns of the Tungkhungia Kings. An introductory
chapter is devoted to Sulikpha Lora Raja during whose reign
the Tungkhungia dynasty first attained ascendency and power.
The reigns of Gadadhar Singha, Rudra Singha, Siva Singha,
Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar Singha, Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath
Singha, Kamaleswar Singha, Chandrakanta Singha and Purandar
Singha, have been treated elaborately; and the author continues
his account up to the execution of Maniram Dewan in 1858

e il
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and the transfer of the territories of the Honourable East India
Company to the authority of the British Crown. This book
can therefore be reparded as a complete history of Assam from
l;ﬁg U:r‘IhESE: and can be studied with interest and advantage
along with our prose chroni , qf ji i
i Ba_[ba[uﬂ}} se chronicle Tungkliungia Buranji by Srinath
Authorship and Date. Dutiram designates his book as
Kali-bharat, literally the epic of the Kali age. The devotional
spirit of the author saw in the rise and fall of kings, the intrigues
.-u_ud machinations of ministers, the secret manipulations of cBnS-
pirators n'nd assassins, and the depredations and atrocities of
the rapacious neighbours, a fulfilment of the prophecies regard-
ing tl_af: Kali-yuga, so commonly found in Vaisnava poetry. The
title itself is a comment on the evils of attachment to the affairs
D[" Fhe: earth in supersession of the higher demands of man's
spiritual nature, l

muﬁﬂ‘urh:i;'m:gﬁhuugia Buranji ends in the events of the year
» While Dutiram’s chronicle gives an elabo
the events up to 1858. el iy

: It thus supplemen [
Burangi. The author was himself ail;ﬂse 5;:{:;]:;_ ?;-!;ﬂi;’::’z:im
demgq of Ahom supremacy and thus his account has gained &
additional importance and interest. = .
The au'thur_ Dutiram Swarnakar Hazarika was born
1806 am:.i died in 1901. He was a member of the B iva
_.vl:.‘Gl:nm'Ltﬂlt}f. As an expert goldsmith he was admitted i amia
intimate circle of Raja Purandar Singha’s household ][;lm' i
Was a man thoroughly conversed with the hist-lari-:: 1 ] m]m{n
country, and Raja Purandar Singha freely invi ; = 59 h!s
palace to listen to the stories M . o his

: of Assam ki :
fufthee enriched Dutiram’s repertory of ASI:;:E:IF. f e o
asking his son and heir Kameswar Singha Ju = faohore by

Duriram:si historical knowledge by trﬂngmi;?:a : :G Py
the traditions preserved in Ahom royal famigﬁ SAtescholar
Singha commissioned Dutiram to compile a hist::s‘ tien
and the present book is the result of that cnmmis?: 5 S
by the faineant Ahom prince. Purandar Sin ﬁtﬁn -::l_eiwcred
Gct?hcr I, 1846, and Kameswar Singha on J?.mt:: ‘Iji:]lﬂd i,
Dutiram plodded on with his work after the death of : ‘1352'
patron and completed his book i ey

: sometime  af
exact date of composition cannot be fixed wi?hm;ertlfiiz TB]:IEI'
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from the circumstances leading to its compilation we may infer
that the author was busy with it since he was first requested by
Kameswar Singha sometime between 1846 and 1852 tll 1862
when the last event recorded in the book took place viz., the
release of Dutiram Barua Sherishtadar through the enterprise
of his son Priyalal Barua. The author was engaged in revising
the book cven after 1862, The fair copy of the present
manuscript was made after 1873,

Dutiram Hazarika has himself penned a few auto-biogra-
phical lines in the book, pp. 183-186. We have received addi-
tional information about him from Srijuts Harinarayan Datta-
Barua and Sonadhar Das both of whom approached Dutiram’s
son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for authentic glimpses of his
scholarly father’s life. Dutiram’s father was one Sonabar
Hazarika. Sonabar’s father was Saha Hazarika who was a
powerful officer of the reign of Lakshmi Singha. Saha was
attached to the Bacha Khel and was in charge of five or six
thousand archers. Sonabar lived at Chokihat in the town of
Jorhat where the author was born in 1728 Saka or 1806 A.D.

Saha's father was one Naga, who was the young-
est of a family of eight brothers. Naga's father was Chiran
who lived in the North Bank. Chiran was raised by
King Siva Singha to the rank of a Barua and was en-
trusted with the task of keeping the Duflas under control.
He lived in the North Bank and exercised great power
and influence which, as the author alleges, was not tolerated
by Rupachandra Barbarua, the chief executive officer of King
Siva Singha. Dutiram says that Chiran had four-score wives
and that he lived like a prince. The people complained to the
Swargadeo that Chiran extorted money from them and that their
wives and daughters were not safe before the rapacious potentate.
Siva Singha condoned the excesses of Chiran on the plea that
the prosperity of a subject is a compliment to his sovereign.
But Rupchandra acted otherwise ; he procured a royal order on
the authority of which Chiran, who was originally a Kath, was
given the customary impression of a Baniya on the forehead.
The author says,—“Cruel is Rupchandra Barbarua! He has
reduced us to this plight.” The ears of Chiran were also lopped
off ; and his seven brothers were also punished.

Dutiram was educated in  his childhood in the tol of
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Bhayaram Barpujari at Jorhat. He was also trained in the craft
of a goldsmith, and he mastered at a very early age the intricate
process of making different kinds of gold ornaments, specially
the art of setting delicate jewels on green surfaces, generally
known as minakara, for which Jorhat goldsmiths enjoy a some-
what unrivalled reputation till this day.

Dutiram was a disciple of the Satradhikar of Dihing and
had cultivated the arts which were regarded in those days as
indispensable equipments of an accomplished Bhakat. Dutiram
was thoroughly read in the Assamese scriptures and the ecclesias-
tical history of the country ; he cultivated music and participated
in t_hc bhawanas or enactments of Vaisnava dramas. In short
Dutiram  represented an accomplished Assamese gentleman  of
?hc‘ older type thoroughly impregnated with the ideals of
indigenous culture.

Dutiram was a man of robust constitution. He ‘was
regular in his habits and observed the rigorous rules of a
devote?’s life to which, combined with the gift of heredity, his
-!angemy was mainly due. His son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika
1S an octogenarian,

T]'It;: fact that the Baniya community could produce a man
Gf_!:)unram’s erudition and culture in the beginning of the
British gnnnection is of considerable significance, .

Dutiram is also credited with the authorship of two other
houks,——Rm‘k—punm, containing a satirical account of the origin
and evils of the intoxicating drugs, tobacco, upiu.m, bhang,
ihutut'ﬂ ete., -:umrpon]y used by the Assamese : and Baniya-sakal
mm:;:fﬂt AI:: Vr!rrmrfa, an account of the advent of the Baniyas
g :]I.El“{iﬂ E’Emrasu:n!:-t of B:rr{m-.!:!:-arﬁya by Ramchandra Das
Rk Y  Dutiram. _ This Ramchandra Das propably

3“1]‘; andra Barpatra-Gohain, the author of Manikur*
o Utll':m left tWo  sons, Srijuts Kamalapati Hazarika and
emananda Hazarika, both of whom are now living at Jorhat.
Sn;gt GPvmdamm Hazarika, who died in 1929, the grandson of
!}unram's elder brother Mayaram Hazarika, was a Head Clerk
in the office of the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur District.

*Srijut Sonadhar Das has lent to the Department the puthis Rasif-
Srijut  Kamalapati
of the two books

puran and” Burha-bharhya which he obtained from
Hazarika. He has also furnished us with a review
prepared for him by Srijut Lalitchandra Das, pa,
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Literary Features. Dutiram’s book is a chrenicle .in the
true sense of the term. The reign of each sovercign has been
dealt with in all its aspects. The name of oflicers, internal dis-
turbances, the suppression of rebellions, the erection of roads
and temples and all other noteworthy events have been incor-
porated into his account. As the poet's main purpose is to
present a true narrative, there is little room for the exercise of
literary or poetical embellishment. The recording of facts has,
therefore, been given preference to the exercise of poetical fancy :
and it can be noted to Dutiram’s credit that the facts recorded
by him materially agree with the accounts available in other
sources. Apart from the natural sequence of the reigns of the
consecutive sovereigns, a slender link has been maintained
throughout the book by the natural attempt on the author’s
part to describe the worship of Srikrishna as the only panacea
to escape from the affliction of misery and the vicissitudes of
human fortune.

The verses are defective in many places and the rhyme-
endings are usually unsatisfactory. From these metrical defects
it transpires that the author was primarily a narrator and not
a poet. Apart from the historical information available in the
book we can easily acquire a glimpse into the full universe of
knowledge and ideas which an accomplished gentleman possessed
in those days. The author’s indirect comment on the events
described by him can be gathered from the imageries and com-
parisions made by him. The use of an epithet or a simile leads
us to the inner circle of the author’s impressions on the events
narrated by him. The model adopted by the author is the one
of Vaisnava poetry. Almost every chapter begins with an
invocation to the Creator and ends with the necessity for wor-
shipping Hari, Srikrishna and Ram. The style of the book is
simple and racy, and the author confines himself mainly to those
Sanskrit words which have been popularised by preceding
authors. The book also preserves an example of the language
prevalent in the Ahom court. The book can be read with
advantage and understanding by ordinary villagers whose literary
equipment does not range beyond the faculty of reading and
writing. The imageries and similes used by the author have
been mainly taken from common every-day life.

The author addresses his book to one Lilaram, who is no
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other than the late Srijut Lilaram Das, Superintendent of the
Judge-Commissioner’s Office, Assam Valley Division. Srijut
Lilaram Das’s son is Srijut Jagabandhu Das, Nazir of the
Commissioner Office, A. V. D., and his grandson is Srijut
Rameschandra Das, M., BL, Pleader of the Judge's Court,
Gauhati, and Lecturer, Earle Law College.

Historical Value. Assamese historical literature represented
by the buranjis is varied and numerous. Each buranji has its
own importance. In many cases it repeats facts recorded in
other buranjis but it has nvariably a mass of new information
which is not to be found in other chronicles; and that is the
justification why it was ever written and compila
are more like supplements rather than repeti

buranji contains a large quantity of facts not
As far as is known the hi

d. The buranjis
tions. Dutiram’s
recored by others.
storical information possessed by
Swargadeo Purandar Singha or his son Juvaraj Kameswar Singha
Was never reduced to writing. The facts transmitted by reliable
eye-witnesses, and reporters have been used as materials for
historical compilations in all countries in the world ; and the
accounts transmitted to the author by a whilom King of Assam
and his Juvaraj can be regarded as highly valuable. Dutiram’s
book is rich in details of the decadence of Ahom supremacy :
and as il was a period of disintegration and disruption, the
machinery of the royal historiographer which was used so
systematically in the former periods of comparative peace and
stability, was now inoperative and out of gear.
Dutiram’s buranji a trustworthy
which many things have been t

very little has been recorded in a permanent form. The author
was an intimate associate

: of Purandar Singha and Kameswar
Singha, and his profession required frequent visits to the royal
household. We should not ignore the fact that Purandar Singha
commanded his son to transmit to the author all that the Juvaraj
knew of the past history of a country of which they would have
become, under different circumstances, rulers and sovercigns.

Dutiram saw with his own eyes the several invasions of
the Burmese, their final cxpulsion from the land and the esta-
blishment and consolidation of British power in Assam, to
which momentous changes he devotes full 87 pages, viz. pages
126-212. He must have come in personal touch with people

We thus get in
side-light into a period” about
raditionally handed down but
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; ¢ - spectators of the Moamaria distu.rbnm:cs.
“-hrnr::s“;lrflz‘;?mmfm ?‘Zﬂrfcmﬂn half his book is devoted to r:v.lznts
g?bxuhicll the author had personal 'knowlcdgte or had acquired
information from his ccntempﬂrfancs-—a circumstance whose

ition i ' owers of men.

TEPCI:;:EHW{SI t:lcr:‘:i?.:rmthimrczdur's attention to the following narra-
tives of Duliram's buranji which are nrcw or are t:e:utled w:];h
greater emphasis and claboration than in other ‘{:hmmcj cs,—-t_;:
wanderings of Gadapani: the munyrf_l::.m of Princess ﬂj"m}llé
the flesh-eating mania of Gadadhar LSmgha'. the cunslructsu_m I?s
oun-boats or Hiloichoras by Sandikai Barphukan; Rudmh T{g

scheme for conquering Bengal ; thc‘ Sﬁk[il preceptor uiht 1? ing.
Krishnaram Nayavagish ; Siva Slngh.:is consort. P:u éswa_ns.
child-birth ; Rajeswar Singha’s friendship with Dl.hmgm ”5‘3:{";
Kuranganayani’s slaughter of the MDIE]:I leader ; tk_sa a:nm m.
and misrule of the Morans; 1Capmm :iﬂu:cis:n in £ ssnﬁc
Kamaleswar Singha's friendship ‘l:'-f‘:lh the Dihingia f:;famu.mh_
conspiracy of Panimua ; the conspiracy L:!f Satram, a:::u Ou:: E o8
ment of his accomplices; the D:Ixmgm Gosain fav _ Lmam
fresh honours by Chandrakanta Singha ; the Burma?.sfn_‘, n . f
their terrorism and ways of leaving; the administration esﬂ-
Assam by the East India Cumpara;-,r and new _m\r‘enué m.e‘as:.uﬂm.
Kameswar Singha's friendship with the Dihingia ﬁSd;l:'l. .

various activities of a district Cutcherry ; Kandarpeswar Singha.

B. BISWESWAR VAIDYADHIPA'S BURANIL

Manuscript. The manuscript of this l?nuk was nhmjsn:fa;g
June 1931, from Srijut Anandamm1ﬁahmn: B.A., tlfwn i
Assistant in the pH.a.s. Mr. Gohain acqu_l.rcd it mn;h riju
Hemchandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti Mauza in ibsagar
District, who in his turn had recovered the same fr.r::m a wlgagc]r
i1 Namti. The manuscript has 59 folios of Sanchi bark. ch

 folio measures 2} inches by 10} inches, and contains 5 to 7

jines. The manuscript is in a deplorable state of .prﬂservgﬁgm
The .leaves have crumbled away in many places while thf; extre-
mities of many folios are tattered with the subsequent disfigure-
ment and even loss of many lines of writing. Fi?]ms 1 2, 3. 6,
8, arc missing. In the absen_ce of the usual tcrmm'.:\l sign at ﬂm.
’-“-'-Eld of the present manuscript we are led to believe that the
book had several more folios.
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Subject, The book deals with the last phase of Ahom
supremacy. It commences from the advent of Captain Welsh
to Assam in 1792 A.D. at the instance of King Gaurinath Singha,
and continues up to the re-instatement of Chandrakanta Singha
on the throne by the Burmese during their second expedition to
Assam under General Kiamingi. The book has preserved a
vivid and succinet account of the Moamaria and Burmese dis-
turbances, the two protracted events which mainly led to the
termination of Ahom rule in Assam. The author does not seem
to have given the book a title, or it might have been recorded
in the missing pages. We have ventured to name the book
Belimarar Buranji, or history of the sun-set, in keeping with
the subject-matter.

Restorations. The author has used the medium of verse
in unfolding the history of this momentous period of his
country’s annals, and his masterly treatment and felicity of
expression have raised this metrical chronicle to the rank of
d literary masterpiece. Fearing that the enjoyment of the author’s
beautiful narratives might be impeded by the irrecoverable gaps
due to the dilapidated condition of the manuscript, we have
restored the missing links in our own words judiciously aiming
at the selection of phrases and expressions which will be in
harmony with the available portions of the author's book. Our
restorations have, however, been inserted within inverted commas
to avoid misleading the reader, and imparting a rude shock to
his eyes which would have been inevitable had the use of
brackets been adopted.

Am?mmhip and Date. The author was one Bisweswar,
He has inserted a few autobiographical lines on folio I-B, pages
217218, and has referred to himself twice or thrice on subse-
quent pages. He describes himself as springing from a Suryya-
Vipra or Daivajna family, as a grandson of the Vaidya-Barua.
literally the Barua of the physicians. He wrote this book at
T.h-.‘: command of the Swargadeo though he regarded himself as
being unqualified to execute this high commission. He was
out of employment, and the Swargadeo out of compassion made
him Vaidyadhip, literally a master of the physicians. Bisweswar
makes use of the title Vaidyadhip as well as of Vaidya-Barua
in referring to himself afterwards. The author was also known
ag Bikaram, in addition to Bisweswar, and the use of duplicates
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in the names of persons in Assam was and is even moy a com-
mon feature. The author addresses the book to one Rameswar
Dwija who was a Gabharu-melia. In the course of the narrative
the author anticipates questions from his auditor Rameswar and
answers them accordingly, e.g., when in the midst of the descrip-
tion of the first Burmese invasion, page 233, Rameswar wants
to know about the origin of the Burmese king and the author
inserts a mythological account of the same connecting the ances-
tors of the Burmese monarch with the Pandavas, Srikrishna
and Baghasur.

Bisweswar has not definitely stated the name of the Ahom
Swargadeo who served as his patron. The present account
takes us up to the defeat of the Ahom forces at Khagarijan or
MNowgong on the bank of the Kalang river sometime in March
1819, The Burmese removed Chandrakanta from the throne
and placed their own nominee Jogeswar Singha on the Ahom
mansab. Chandrakanta became a fugitive and after the treaty
of Yandabo in 1826 he lived as a prisoner till his death in 1839.
The continuous storm and stress through which Chandrakanta
passed from 1819 onwards make it extremely unlikely that he
could commission a poet to write a book or confer upon him
a title which is possible only during periods of stability and
peace. We are led to believe that the book was writtt:p suffi-
ciently after the Burmese atrocitics, when peace and quiet had
been restorted to the country, when only the aid of art could
be requisitioned to commemorate the long-drawn mist:ﬁesEnd
sufferings of an otherwise happy people, attended by political
changes of a very grave character.

The Swargadeo mentioned by the poet must be Pural}dar
Singha Maharaj who ruled as a feudatory prince under British
protection from April 1833 to Selgtamber 1838. Swargadeo
Purandar Singha inspired the compilation of two other chronicles,
viz., the prose buranji of Kashinath Tamuli-Phukan and the
metrical one of Dutiram Hazarika, and it is probable that the
prince induced Bisweswar to write this book in recognition of
which he was rewarded with the office of Vaidyadhip.

So we get two limits to the date of composition ; it cannot
be earlier than 1833 or at the furthest 1846 when Purandar
Singha died. The present condition of the manuscript leads
us to believe that the age of the book borders on a century.

9
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So in the absence of any positive statement we can put the date
of the book to sometime between 1833 and 1846 A.D.

Literary Features. From the mannerisms of the book the
author seems to have fully imbibed and assimiliated the diction
and spirit of Assamese Vaisnava poetry. The conventional
phrases used in describing epical contests, the usual methods of
reminding the reader of the nothingness of the world as con-
trasted with the beatific pleasure derivable from worshipping
the feet of Srikrishna, the supernatural power which the worship
of Srikrishna may confer on his adorers, are echoed and re-
echoed throughout the book, though the author deals with
persons and themes with which he must have himself been
familiar. Captain Welsh cows down a number of Moamaria
insurgents, after which they recruited a large army of rebels who
addressed the Captain as one would have done on meeting his
stalwart opponent in the field of Kurukshetra. The humiliation
of Gaurinath Singha and Chandrakanta Singha in the hands of
the rebels or invaders affords opportunitics to the author to
remind worldy-minded people of the transitoriness of earthly
grandeur and the attachment to wives and children.

After the first invasion of the Burmese Chandrakanta
Singha was suspected as having treacherous liaison with the
invaders. He was deposed and Purandar Singha sat on the
throne. The queen-mother in all earnestness advised Chandra-
kanta to meditate at the feet of Srikrishna and the author seizes
the opportunity of giving us a description of Srikrishna’s person
and attire running up to nearly three score lines. The interven-
tion of Srikrishna is used by the poet as den ex machina to
communicate Chandrakanta’s deposal and disgrace to his
supporters in Burma. Similar conventionalism is to be noticed
in the description of the Ahom and Burmese capitals, Rangpur
and Ava, Ths author makes use of all the existing Assamese
verse-forms allotting the several measures to appropriate themes
and subjects. Ampart from the value of the book as a historical
document. it has also clements of genuine poetry, - The simile
which he uses in describing the fate of Badanchandra Barphukan
who brought over the Burmese to Assam but who felt soon
afterwards a prey to the sword of an assassin named Rupsing
Subedar before ‘he could consolidate his power deserves
reproduction here,—
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“The Mantris could not tolerate the growing influence of
Badanchandra Phukan. At their instance Rupsing Bangal once
surrounded him and beheaded the Phukan. Just as a creature,
in order to ally s heat and thirst looks wistfully at the clouds
longing for a down-pour of rain, but is killed by a thunder-
bolt dropped from the same clouds, instead of having his heat
alleviated, this plight also accrued to the Phukan.”

In addition to its value as a historical document, the trans-
ference of the conventional diction and associations of Vaisnava
poetry from themes of the epics and the purans to mun-
dane matters like national disruption and war and to subjects
within the immediate purview of the poet, is a noteworthy
feature of the litrary history of the Assamese people.

Historical Value. The blood-curdling atrocities of the
Burmese, which passed into the common parlance of the
Assamese as “Minar Upadrav”, the very mention of which has
frightened many a child to sleep, constitutes the gravest national
catastrophe to which the peace-loving and simple inhabitants of
the Brahmaputra valley have been subjected since the dawning
of recorded history. The panic was wide-spread and permanent,
and though every Assamese man and woman could, till very
recently, recite a tale of Burmese inhumanity, no one thought
it fit to collect them, or preserve a full account of the Burmess
invasions ; and we have now to turn to Wilson and Crawfurd
to obtain a glimpse of the sufferings of the Assamese people.
But deep-rooted national calamity of the magnitude of the
Burmese reign of terror cannot but be followed, in some form
or other, by expression. Bards and ballad-singers have stepped
into the place of the trained historian and poet; and the ballad
of Badanchandra, commonly known as Barphukanar Git*

introduces us to the true character of the peoples’ sufferings,
while preserving at the same time a faithful record of the lead-
ing events. With the progress of historical investigation the
incidents and narratives of the ballad are receiving more and
more confirmation. Bisweswar’s buranji is one of the very few

_contemporary documents of the Burmese invasions. Making

allowance for the poetical conventions which few writers of

* “Barphukanar Git", edited by Prof. S. K. Bhuyan, published in
1924. Reviewed by Lt-Col. PRT, Gurdon in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society for October, 1925,
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those days could escape, the main bulk of historical information
is: corroborated by evidence from other sources. It is surprising
that an Assamese author adopling verse as his medium, where
imagination generally runs riot, has been able to maintain
rigid fidelity to historical truth. A glance at the synopsis
appended to the book. will enable the reader to judge how

the author has preserved a large mass of information hitherto
unknown.

5. K. BHUYAN.
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After due salutation at the lotus-feet of Srikrishna, wwohicl
are drunk by the hearts of the righteous like so many foney-
sucking bees, the origin and deeds of the Kings a;ﬁrm:g Srom
the line of Indra are here described, Ok learned ones ! In
the recital of the history of those K mngs who are cvedited with
varied and brilliant achicvements one is not to be an object of
langhter (if mistakes and discrepancies crecp in), as the
acconnts exist in diverse places, and in their unification whose
Povers are not strained ?

—Sanskrit preavble to an old Bura i,
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APPENDIX
SYNOPSIS OF "ASAMAR P;am'.»i-BUﬂ.«m]I'
Compiled by Prof. S. K. Bhuyan.

1. Durnam Hazarka's Buranyr.

Preamble. The author invokes the aid of Srikrishna who
is the first of the immortals and the great Brahma, and who
can cause creation, preservation and destruction by a mere
glance of his eyes. Men subject themselves to sorrow and
affliction for not worshipping Srikrishna. The Ahom kings of
Assam who were descended from Indra ruled in Saumarpristha.
They were cruel and heartless and inflicted punishments without
enquiring into men's guilt and innocence. The absence of
righteousness caused their speedy downfall. . Kameswar Singha
Juvaraj, son of Maharaja Purandar  Singha, narrated to the
author, at the instance of his august father, the stories of Assam
history. The author is, of humble attainments, and he is a
Swarna-bani and is outside the category of the four castes. He
implores his readers to be merciful to him. The author asks
Lilaram to listen attentively to what he describes.

Chapter T—Swargadeo Sulikpha Lora Raja. The author
will refrain from detailing the events of the reigns of Khunlung
and his successors. He will describe how Gadadhar Singha
obtained his throne, how Gadadhar’s son Rudra Singha became
a powerful sovereign, how Rudra Singha's sons and descendants
ruled the country, how the Morans usurped the sovereign power,
how the country was wrested back from the usurpers. how the
Burmese mlecchas plundered and devastated the country, how
the British occupied the country by turning out the Burmans,
how Maharani Queen Victoria still enjoys the Government of
the realm. f

In detailing the incidents of Sulikpha Lora Raja’s reign
the authar confines himself to the circumstances which led to

! .“'
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the accession of Gadadhar Singha and the establishment of the
Tungkhungia dynasty on the throne of Assam, During  the
reign of Lora Raja the counlry was exposed to ministerial
scramble for power. There was disorder and dissension in the
country. An attempt was made to disable rival princes from
claiming the thrope by killing them or mutiliating their limbs.
Gobar Raja of the Tungkhungia dynasty occupied the throne
f{::r a few days. His son Gadapani was a powerful rival whom
King Sulikpha wanted 1o destroy. The prince deserted his
home leaving his wife and daughter. The King’s emissaries
s»:_mghg for Gadapani and failing to seize hig person conveyed
his wife angd daughter to the royal court. The princess and
her daughter were subjected to inhuman tortures but they did
ot give out the whereabouts of Gadapani. The prince moved
from place 0 place in the guise of an ordinary man under the
alleged name of Gothor. He had taken shelter in the house
of one Ramani Pohari, angd thus evaded discovery by the King’s

messengers.  His daughter had in the meantime died in the

dH:S;t of tortures and her gallant mother was on the point of
th.

_Gadapani received the news and appeared at the place of
punishment. His wife hinted to him that he should leave that
pIaec_if he desired to save his Jife. The princess breathed her
last soon after. The author takes this Opportunity of comparing
the wifely devotion of the princess to that of his contemporary

women who cannot tolerate even g gj ht i i
: : msult in the hands o
their husbands, - ke

l Gadapani’s elder sister was the wife of Bandar Barphukan
Wl?]‘ was then living a¢ Kaliabar, The prince proposed to go
to his sister. He ook leave of Ramani Pohari and left in her

house a mark of identity for future use, He then met a Daivajna

or astrologer who predicted thy i
L th '
become a king : € prnce would one day

pmhrniscc] to confer on the astrologer
1 e event of the fulfilment of his
Eir:l]::ml:ij;. Gadapani then reached Kaliabar and narrated to his
reprﬂdm:fﬂwf}?: :;r: sufferings. The wife of the Barphukan
claims of her hrmh: té her hlfsband and urged upon him the
Barphukan promjseg rh' adapani for the Ahom throne. Bandar
in-law, and ¢ s full support 1o the cayse of his brother-

accordingly convened a council of the officials who
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decided to place Gadapani on the lllr?ne. Sandikai Phukan
was the only dissentient voice. Gadapani was formally declar:cti
king at Kaliabar and the officers and other people saluted him
as their monarch. | ]

Chapter. IL.—Swargadeo Gadadhar St,u_grﬁa:, Gadapani's
supporters proceeded up the Brahmaputra wlth’ the l_mw]},r
appointed sovereign, Bandar Em:phukan aqd the King Su_hkphu
were both disciples of the Dakshinpat Gosain. _Th-: Gosain met
Gadapani’s party in their voyage and dissugdcd . Bandar
Barphukan from advancing the cause of Gadapani as it mr.::ml
Lora Raja’s downfall and the consequent lc:rss of power .mc}
prestige. of the Gosain who was the King's preceptor. The
Barphukan refused to depart from the step taken by all tha.:
officers at Kaliabar. This was followed by an e¢xchange of
curses between the Gosain and the Barphukan.

Gadapani and his party sailed up arEd reached G.argacn
where he was joined by the three Dﬂng:nrms. Lora l;a;a was:
deserted by his supporters and Gadapani sat on Ehe t m::uni-,h a
Gargaon. Lora Raja was expelled from the capna]tand_ ; ;sr;
taken to Namrup where he made an attempt to rcgalzihts o
throne. The conspiracy was discovered and the ‘ex- ing

rd to death. 3
Stmn(g]]z::a;nni assumed the title .“f Gndadl.aur Smghz:-.matl;l‘;
imprisoned the Mahantas orhrfhﬁ:g_llx_s ﬁ?;l:s :::];:ag?:in ;n 3

i rty on the plea that thei _ i
;:sil:ulp;?'g: s?ngiug of religious prayers and hymnssl_gnf:td 11::;
ower and potency of the sovereign. Gadadhar Singha <
F ituted a re-shuffling of his officers unr.! brought to bnnk_ a
vy ho had participated in the dissensions of the previous
guis;ﬂw Bandar Barphukan was dismissed from office and
Sngridiklli Phukan was app::fin{cd Bm_-phukun, . ol i

The King was a veritable epicurean an ncf C :
satisfy the vagaries of his royal master; and this led to the

:on of a succession of heads of the royal cook-shed. An
exﬂmm;:l was instructed by Ramani Pohari as to the menue
c:ld o ]éasa !:he King. " This being done the lives of cooks
oo paj.s, were saved. Ramani Pohari was traced out and
i Ic:hEm.;':}n::with the position of the Barpohari. A market was
lu::n“'f"”fr?1 d in her name which was known for a long time as
?{s:::iﬁi;amr. The King's dietetic whims did not end here.
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He wanted to

taste human fie oy
preparation of ssh, which w
bitter leaves,

; as averted only by the
a di inary ' Y
sh of ordinary meat mixed with the juice of

Gadhadhar Singha recovere T

defeats e ered Gauhati from the . ,
Ilakhtulﬂ.g ;flt“';g “ansurkh‘un Fauzadar al lii::. Nliijt::llis 1;:
his life was curt:ﬂi::?ii {i:z?;;n:;f to live for hundred years, but
incarcerati " e 3pan as a uni . .
B :T:ii:ﬂ:-icg M_ahantus._ After his death hi:E.:r ul:'isiL“‘;:; ]{i’i
Sl s ewutl: the ttle F’f Rudra Sngha. A huge mound
of gold and silve:EClrd over his grave. Ornaments and vessels
the Dangarias PI;u ;ﬂit_hs and other articles were pn:scm-:dpb;'.
the maidam,  Attendons Ut @nd others and placed inside
king. People heard mf; .Wcre also buried alive with the dead
Gadadhar Singha's f aterwards of the treasures buried in
the R - uneral vault, and they were removed

¢ long-deceased king laid aside. So E.:ucd aftz:lj'

other’s wealth sho
should be adored, 'd be abandoned and the feet of Srikrishna

Cha
aEcen:ledpt:[:ﬂ ]tilr;;f‘;‘:rgéﬁﬂf} Rudra
Sukhr - at Largaon and as :
images of crocodiles o El;ln—boats known gas Hiloi-chor 15 (:'rir.!
dream in which hi n the stem and stern. The Kj as with
suffering terrible tﬁrits dec’eusud father Gadadhar Sil;gh saw a
Mahantas. Rudr SirL:rT? s a punishment for hUmilii'a W;:S
them (o their original momsste for the Spiritual Teaders, roorores
lands and instituted monasteries, made grants of rm: stored
their religious duti other measures for the peaceful fluesfrep
new bird Baharj ‘:tm;_ The Sandikai Barphukan intrI:::lrsuu of
Singha then suhd,_?a; se the hawks in the hawk-flights ucR"ﬂ a
and Cachar and held the territories of the Rajas of j .udfa
the chiefs of ﬂmseet a Darbar at Biswanath in the nrﬁs:ﬁ dmﬂ;
fo the King on h o Sﬁm{? malicious persons re Imtﬂd
brother Lechaj 8 return from Biswanath that i porte
owanr had conspired against the Cruwﬁyiliun‘.ger
The King in a fit of dnger crdt:redur;EE

;:E King's absence.
es and k :
Wditis ﬂf::::cw-;:dp; of his brother to be extracted. The K;i
: ;{he bﬂsr:‘]es_s character of the allﬂgati;zg
Lacking wns i er'fm- which he repented il his g
with the title of Namrupia Raja i

Singha. Rudra Sin gha

L
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Buffalo-fighting was a common amusement of the Assamese
people. King Rudra Singha now introduced elephant-fights.
He had more than four hundred elephants including one hundred
tuskers. The pick among the tuskers were selected for the
contest with trained Mahuts or drivers on their backs. A female
clephant was allowed to tread on pracefully to the presence of
the tuskers sceing which the rivals would rush at each other
and commence a spectacular fight by knocking at each other's
teeth. The angry elephants would then burst out of the arena
and disperse to unknown directions crealing panic and woe
among the bewildered multitude. The King and his nobles
witnessed the game from a safe eminence.

The King now intended to initiate himself as a disciple of
come Gurn. He found out that it was impossible for him to
accept an Assamese Guru as the latter would be invariably a
subject of his. So he decided to fetch a Guru from oustide his
kingdom. He despatched some Khaunds to proceed to other
Jands in quest of a Guru. They came upon ong Krishnaram
Bhattacharyya Nyayavagis at Simalagram in Nadia. The Guru-
designate came to Assam in the company of the Khaunds.

Rudra Singha had in the meantime launched colossal
preparations for extending the boundaries of his kingdom up
to the Ganges, as his father had done up to the Manaha, He
came with eighteen thousand soldiers and encamped at the foot
of the Kamakhya Hill to the west of Gauhati. He was accom-
panied by his four sons, Siva Singha, Pramatia Singha.
Mohanmala Barjana Gohain and Rajeswar Singha and a pcwly
wedded queen. A:son was born of thr:!: queen during the journey
at a place called Kalsila and the prince was therefore known
4s Kalsilia Gohain. The King during his encampment at
Gauhati went up one day to the Kamakhya temple for purposes
of worship. He was accompanied by his generals and soldiers

and a large number of cannon and guns. As a signal of his visit
to the temple he ordered his captains to fire their guns. The
used the indignation of the goddess Kamakhya

roar of gun-fire 10 : : :
coized with an illness soon after his return

and the King was :
to the camp at the foot of the hill. The author remarks that a

man cannot do what he porposes to do: the great queller of

pride humbles down the pride_ of man.
“ Rudra Singha lying on his death bed brought his four sons

__—#
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to his presence and nominated them all for the throne in order
of's:’:monl}". and asked them to live in amity and peace.
gzmhnaram Nyayavagis arrived in the meantime it ‘Gauhstl
on ﬂwcizuirtﬂilfm:d bﬂfﬂm_me_ dying sovercign who regretted that
discipleship ‘of s approaching end he could mot accept the
enfoined upon I_a.nr:.f Guru, Rudr:% Sl_np_;ha from his death-bed
Bliattachs P ’ u.;{ our sons to receive initiation from Krishnaram
5ays our ?:.I}l;‘ 'F then broatiss l‘1.13 last. “Here was a man,”
sy qcizcdﬂr.dsul'rrc:'unded by his sons and wife, and there
il b~c i m;l carried off b:"i death, and hence, ye mortals,
S e aller your sons, wives and riches. Abandon them

pertect your birth by worshipping the feet of Hari, and then

only your troubles will dis: . 3
entor]® s will disappear and life will become pure and

Chapter IV

Rudra Singha —Swargadeo Siva Singha. On the death of

his son Siva Singha became Maharaia ¢
Clowr . ol RATEBr in he company of i
i ‘ allacharyya.  After ; .
;f;; u:u'S :;:nd;}'s he reached the: capital. He ﬂssumtd ‘-;t]:inﬁ,hnﬁr
ity }E'w?- Pmma_ua Singha was made Juvaraj, and
The King in r.r or duchies were conferred on all the brothers
accepted initiaﬁttzzflm*}frrﬂ:;c ?{frigliliaitherisﬂf:ieath-bcd injun-::lim-;
B m attacharyya.
BEI:I?:I?EFF;Z%Q o notables  became diiﬂipgsyﬂ ﬂl’M}i:i
The queen als pr;: gﬂm gain thereby royal patronage and favour.
Kamakhya Parv:t DdUWEd Sull. " The Bhattacharyya lived at
Brahmottar Jands o he{fce he was known as Parvatia Gosain.
The Ring instilu[::;mmea In Kamrup were granted to the Gosain.
and Bhagirath Teke] 5]1;”‘5}' and settlement operations in Kamrup.
The Pandits Eeadmha.waﬂ EF:PDfntcd for the purpose of pial.
predicted that the Ki odhais, Bailungs and other astrologers
of his throne, g9 NE was liable to Chatrabhanga ie. the loss
Ehﬂﬂachar}.-y'-; mcan inevitable feature of hig reign. Krishnaram
queen as the an) e thﬁ transfer of the throne to the
His chief queenfpl;ﬂ;ms hf'f Which the calamity could be averted.
with the title of HE:‘:WH" Devi now became queen regnant
Dar-Raja. She was also k nown as Pramatheswari

Devi which
; name i
Harinath ag made Was impressed on the coing, Her brother

mony was pcrfgmmﬂBﬂmatm Gohain. The Durea Puja cere-
at the palace for the first time with pomp
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and eclat by Krishnaram Bhattacharyya under the auspices of the
newly initiated Sakta sovercign. The queen was told that the
Vaisnava Mahantas did not participate in the worship of Durga.
She fetched the Mahantas and expressed her resentment saying,
—*“My Guru has bowed down to the goddess Durga and why
should the Sudra Mahantas object to do the same ?™  The queen
therefore ordered the Mahantas to be imprisoned al the Durga
Puja hall and stopped the supply of food provisions to them.
Siva Singha interfered with this high-handed procedure of his
consort. The Mahantas were removed to the Phakua-Doul and
allowed to take their food. The queen was then in her family
way for eight months, and she enquired of the Mahantas whether
the child to be born would be a son or a daughter. The
Mahantas could not naturally come to unyldecisivc eriy. 1'1"]13}'
prayed to Hari for inspiration to solve this everlasting enigma.
Thev sent a reply lo the expectant mother that the child in the
womb was neither a boy nor a girl, that itdwould be bcrf:ft
of hands and feet, that the delivery would be attended with
and that half the child would come s::-ul_nn_d the
other half would remain inside. The queen became indignant
and Siva Singha was seized with fright. The N.[ahanms were
detained in the prison, and they prayed to Hari out of fear
lest their prediction would be nullified. On the expiry n_f 1e3
months the queen was confined, and the labour pain cunstfnuﬁ
for seven days without any prf:spect ofrdclwcry. Swa m]f 3
begged the Mahantas to forgive the Jll-trcatmen't they ha
received in the hands of the queen as she was afff,'l" all a wm'fmg
and hence naturally incapable of exercising discretion an
sidement. The Mahantas assured her of delivery. Soon after
S e ve birth to a monster without hands, feet, eyes
. qum?h gj:nd the whole body resembled the appearance of
and E:!u "After a protracted suffering for eight or ten days
;hﬁlsw:;ri breathed her last. The King then married Draupfn.';h,
sister of the deceased queen. She was also known as Amvika.
i t do any harm to the Mahantas. She excavated the
i’fkd;? ;;;Jsﬂzar and erected a temple on its bank. After her
death the [{i:{g married Anadari who was subsequently known

ri. ; :
e deadipgt then fell ill and nominated Pramatta Singha as

in
his EEMK;’“E Sarveswari was also handed over to Pramatia

irregularity,

_
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Singha, The author remarks.—*“Behold the complications of
this world. Ceaseless hankering after wealth and wife is all
in vain. The wife of one is made the wife of another, and one
man’s wealth is enjoyed by another.”

Chapter V.—Swargadeo Pramatta  Singha. Siva Singha
Was succeeded by his brother Pramatta Singha who assumed the
Ahom name Sunenpha. Railungia Sonai became Buragohain,
and Gendhela of the Bakatial family became Barbarua. This
King built a number of new edifices at the two capitals Gargaon
and Rangpur, He erected the Rudreswar temple at North
Gauhati and SukrBswar temple at Gauhati. Pial operations in
Kamrup were resumed in his time.

Chapter VI.—Swargadeo Rajeswar  Singha.
Singha ascended the throne with
The country enjoyed peace and
He had an elder brother, named Mohanmala Barjana Gohain,
whose claims to the throne were set aside through the machina-
tions of Kirtichandra Barbarya of the Bakatial family. The
Raja of Manipur was ousted from his territory by the Burmans,
and the Raja applied to Rajeswar Singha for help. Harnath
Bhitarual Phukan of (he Duara family was despatched at the
head of a powerful force to expel the Burmans from Manipur
and re-instate the Manipuri Raja on his ancestral throne. The
Ahn::m general waded through thick forests clearing his way by
cutting creepers and brambles, but he could not trace out the
right way to Manipur. So the expedition had to return to Assam
acmmpanied by considerable loss of men and provisions., This
expedition is known in history as “Lata-kata Ran”. A fresh
armj,f: was then sent under the Barbarua. The Burmese evacuated
Manipur On receiving report of the advent of the Ahom force.
The Manipuri Raja out of gratitude offered his daughter
I?“mngﬂﬂﬂ}fﬁﬂi to Rajeswar Singha. The King conferred the
title of Kirtichandra, literally the moon of glory, upon the
Burbaruaj. who had been previously known as Gendhela. The
Bar_guhmn had compiled a buranji in which a low origin was
attributed to Kirtichandra. The indignant Barbarua ordered
ti}c owners of buranjis to submit the chronicles in their posses-
sion f_“f inspection, The buranjis which did not contain any
rfzﬁeclmn on the Bakatial family were returned to their respec-
tive owners, while the objectionable ones were burnt.

Rajeswar
the Ahom name Surempha.
prosperity during his reign.

|
|
|
|
[
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The destruction of the buranjis roused the iﬂdignﬂtlﬂ; t::i
the Ahom nobility against Kirtichandra, and he was st:;gl:rb; ui
some assassins. The miscreants were punished and léhe :ll' ‘::;kr.-
after his recovery obtained permission fjl:nm th:d muﬁe ;]acc,
with him 8 g60rc OF 0 ot 8, visted tho temples in.the
Th'c!ltflz%h::}:;in. Cﬂg: h?s return to the capital he urde:r;:d the
gsilg;:ruitiun of a temple at Negheriting, the old one being des-
troyed by the abrasion of the Iﬂrahnmpu‘lra.f APt .2

The Moamara Mahanta, who was one 0 ! f‘hS' Eu i
humiliated by Queen Phuleswari in the reign of & ks : e |

i eparations to retaliate the wrong done to hi '1‘ s
e P;LPG; his disciples to deposit a [:I'I]E‘ of carth in a m,e\
s ea;;'h c:ifipota out of which a huge plinth was raised.
spot at U; house for religious congregation, was erected | I-?::
M""ghf]r r,hur Rajeswar Singha could easily infer therefrom itE
e L u{f the Moamaria Mahanta were nm'a_neghy ':
e ndhcr'r:nds the only other Gosain who had a stn'[ll{lflﬁf ‘*’;1]
numhc_r. e Chikan Gosain, the Satradhikar of Dihing. ‘b|:
fﬂ]!“fvmg hwa;ricndship of the Dihing Gosain as the only Pﬂﬂs:iﬁa
salictied 22 teract the disloyal manoeuvres of the Mam:t; 3
i e Ol Kupati Barua was sent to fetch the Gosai 4
e Kinp and the Mahanta exchanged assumnccsmzd
Rfmgpu?, T‘?‘icm K.iﬁg presented to the Gosain a tusker 'ni .
s d the preacher said that he had_n{ﬂy blcﬁr:lnﬂj .
gt nnfnrwurﬂ the Gosain became an intimate _fnan o
nti;{ HIS :;;;giz who invited him to all roval fonctions a
the 5w ,

amus;qn:,‘e';t{s{ng afterwards proceeded to Dltirgﬂ%n dE:d cugsgci:ﬂ;;
1 ‘o 11 ill and died.
the ch{ﬂe Lﬂ:k:;ﬁ?c;:gﬁa‘iems]ch:msm in preference to the
"thinut'}dhis own son Ratneswar Gohain. b
e VIL—Swargadeo  Lakshmi  Singha.  Lakshmi
l(Ihilll't«’.'l":1 d the throne with the Ahom naﬂ}eﬁm_‘q,-'aupha.
Singha ascen e{}n <ain declined to confer on him initiation, and
The Parvats 've-:; mantras from his tutor Ramranandnl Acafﬁtﬂ
e from known as Na-Gosain, a title which conti-
yhinawRs s nanda’s descendants. The Mﬂrans'ﬂnder
nued down to Rama ha and Khora rose against the King on

: - Ra : :
e leaile;:h::ﬂ :facingg the banished prince Mohanmala Barjana
the prete
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Gohain on the throne,
Lakshmi Singha in
Barbarua, apg

They occupied the capital and imprisoned
the Jaysagar temple. Ragha became
Nahar's  son Ramakanta  became Raja.
Kuranganayani, who after the death of Rajeswar Singha, had
accepted the hands of his brother and successor, was now made
the wife of Ramakanta, the Moran Raja. Kirtichandra and
his sons were all killed by the Morans. The Manipuri princess
secretly conspired with Lakshmi Singha's supporters and asked
them to appear in disguise before Ramakanta (o sing Huchari
sengs on the occasion of the Bahag Bihu, The Ahom conspira-
tors armed with short swords dppeared before Ramakanta Raju
45 peaceful serenaders, The Raja came out with a sword, but
on the representation of Kuranganayani he handed it over to
her, as it would be indecorous o appear with a weapon before
4 group of citizens who had come to pay the Raja their greetings
of the season. The heroic princess struck Ramakanta with the
sword from behind as the latter was approaching the disguised
merrymakers. Ramakanta was hacked o pieces by the cons-
pirators ; the same fate befel] Ragha and his followers. The
King was fetched from his confinement, Thus did Lakshmi
Sll_Jgha regain his throne through the pluck of the Magalu
princess,

Lakshmi Singha constructed a number of
He breathed his
as his successor,

Chapter VI —Swareadeo Gaurinath
Gohain ascended the throne with the

Singha and the Ahom name Suhitpungpha. On the death of
Ghanasyam Buragohain his son Purnananda was appointed to
lhﬁ: office with the duties and rank of Raj-mantri or Prime
Minister. The Morans renewed their hostilities under their
Iea{i::r. Bharathi. There were six other rebel leaders named
Tuburi, Takas, Mekhili, Khagun, Meghai and Kalidhan. They
tad a.IE.O With them two female leaders named Radha and
RuI_:mm]_ The King despatched Rudreswar Barpatra Gohain
against lhﬂ_ insurgents. In the engagement that followed Radha
and Rukmini were reported to be capable of receiving unscathed
Cﬁf'nﬂn-si}uts with the hem of their garments. The Ahom army
bewg_ seized with dismay and fear deserted the field, and
Gaurinath fleg down to Gauhati. The Morans continued their

: temples and tanks.
last after nominating his son Loknath Gohain

Singha.  Loknath
Hindu name Gaurinath

L__—d
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ravages. The Ahom generals sent flgainsl the rebels ]EEt_l‘ﬂ;c
ficld one after the other without cil.’fcrmg any c:chcu‘vf: gppus: [;:ﬂ q;
The Morans then occupied the c;l.plm]. and Bharathi .L esce,xf b
of Aniruddha, became their _Rn!a. He w‘ag ad_gmn_t?zg sf the
Moamara Mahanta, but he imbibed lher evil ;;S1pﬂ;1{gru;15 ithe
Morans. The supporters of l'!%c authority of T. a. ORI, et
;mt interfered with, while their c:-ppunerrus wl;.n.. é:rsu:n; e
killed. The sufferings of the people k."e“ nur .:;Iil-r;m:ff i UI_]
took shelter in the Eﬂrc:ils: The price ?E ?rs P
inordinately high. Bharathi ruled [“f- five }Fh? M ;mn e
death Sarvananda, an Ahom b;.r‘ birth but a foen o on

| disposition, became Raja. The oppres ol
el his administration of the country I:rmughlt in their v
s > 13 ur:flrcity. Purnananda Buragohain shifted th? ﬁ; c;m
i ssm Jorhat. His camp situated on the bank of the
hc_udqyar::cr besicged by the Morans and the Ahom army wa.rE
N the virge of starvation and death. The floods o
reduc:cd l;nnwcver came to their rescue ; large qu:j.nntms of fru;:s
tht::I r:.r‘;:::r:l::hlcs were swept down the stream which enabled the
an

i 1 - t for
inmates of the beleagured garrison to continue the figh
o | ' o
somcg:::,ﬁmm Singha living at Gauhati appointed ftndnit?:::;n lll':.:
the son of Harnath, as Barphukan. The monarc ]13 s
new Barphukan to march against the rebels. Ba

: e. The Bﬂmhukﬂn Suggﬂsfe‘-'i
SRS l?crfm:f af:llsnlﬂ:[r]r::s:{ '::?I;hs British Governor-General
the duputa_tmem of sepoys with whom alone the N?omns could
for a cnntmg: nd the throne recovered. Bika h*!ajt.imdar ar:.ld
be subdued : were sent to Calcutta as a result of Which Captain
Datta Khaun to Assam with his Bibi. The Captain had doubts
iy ;ﬂm';cntity of Gaurinath Singha, but they were removed
as to t c[;ura ohain saluted the King at Sesaghat in the presence
when the ; 'ng Hearing the advent of the sepoy soldiers the
of the C:llfi n:h;.’.: capitl and Captain Welsh entered the city in
Morans left f the King. The rebels retired to their original
the company ?“ Kakatal. Gaurinath Singha found Rangpur
hi:adquartc;s l‘i its wealth and beauty. The royal stores had
d{t:csé:d bzenﬂplundcrcd by the Morans, and he could not meet
alrca
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:;e lf;&peiies of the Britisrh expedition with the help of which
iy rw rt»;:fcovcred 13151 throne. Captain Welsh asked the
su:fice a%?f;l;ll .Im the prw}luge of ransacking the soil under the
<t unawﬂ; e-lfrlh}; Gaurinath granted the permission solicited.
ity o t e treasurcs hidden in the subterranean vaults
i hisysil ﬁn'S}dm Bangal wh_l.:r-.: Rudra Singha had secretly
it Jﬂlr a:;d gold. {?.IapL:Em Welsh extracted these hidden
o oaded thm:n in his boats. The citizens regretted
ke circumspection on the part of the King. Gaurinath,
ol 1-'. 0 remorss and repeniance, went back to Jor-koth or
r :;tm and C;pmmf Welsh returned to Calcutta.

Ix months  after the return of the British expedition
gsf&zgi?mslngha breathed his last, after having asl:::c:i the
e :;D pust_an end to the lives of his three worst enimics,
o 1;;2“ ;'1.?. indhura, and Panikheli Barbarua of the
o :I;?pg;unﬁ.h—.?wmgmfm Kamaleswar Singha. On  the
el ;J:u R Purnm]anda Buragohain sought for a prince
S riendly to him. He placed on the throne Kinaram
Bt e assumed the name Kamaleswar Singha. The
S roarua of the Lahan family being put to death the

n; ion of announcing the appointment of the new King had
Euhagﬂgerf?nn;]d by Swgnath Tamuli-Phukan, a Brahman official.
e ::af;ﬂm;r; apg;ﬁril Ba;lbz};ia. and after him Srinath of

1 s a4 Rajkhowa of the Sandikais we
aHpa};nllnted Barphukan, f_md having suppressed the rubcII;ant;;
Sub:d ::;aaar;d Jthe Dundias he obtained the title of Pratapballabh.
vl lﬂ emadars were brought from Hindusthan and the
A Iinll;ﬂ-(}ps[ stationed at Gtuuhnti and Jorhat were trained
i hmtsh .D lrthr.: East Ipdm Company’s sepoys. Chandra
i 1;{-. 4 +t:r UA the Premier, was appointed captain of the
e andga nt. An embassy was sent to Calcutta to fetch
= iiudes th;;numtmns for the use of the Assamese sepoys. The
s uiewu an was made secnnd‘captnin. The Prime Minister
o rttuu strengthen the position of the royalists initiated
i i res between the I{tpg and the Dihing Gosain. A
3 1 elephant named Malati was presented to the Gosain
y I*_ir:;.lmalesw.var Singha.

e most important political event of this rei e
conspiracy of Panimua, generally known as “i::iimt:tgl: K‘l’;ﬂ;b;:]r
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Panimua was an Ahom who did not tolerale the autocracy and |

Purnananda before whom the monarch was only a .

puppet. Panimua was 4 night-worshipper. He collected a |

number of followers with whom he indulged in nocturnal feasts '

and wine-drinking in utter nudity. Panimua and his accomplices

were arrested by the Buragohain. The number of prisoners '

swelled by leaps and bounds, as Panimua from his prison bars,

used to point out every one he saw as an old compatriot of his.

Panimua was executed as well as his followers whether guilly

or inpocent. . '|
The King ruled for fifteen years and died of small-pox -

though he was comparatively young which inspired the author

to remark,—"Death does not discriminate between an old man

and a young. Raw fruits fall to the ground while the ripe ones

dangle on the branches.”
Chapter X.—Swargadeo Chandrakanta Singha, Kamaleswar

Singha was suceeeded by his brother Chandrakanta, The new

monarch was then only ten years old, and the Buragohain

arranged numerous amusements for the diversion of the boy-

king, Pratapballabh was suceeded in the office of the Barphukan

by Badanchandra.
The King became very intimate with one Satram, the son

of the Bara of the fowl-keepers named Bhut, Chandrakanta

and Satram were constant companions, and they used to sleep

and dine together. Satram was made Charingin Phukan. Satram |

explained to the King that he was only a fizure-head, the real

powers of administration being exercised by the Buragohain.

Satram obtained the permission of the monarch to organise a

conspiracy 1o kill Purnananda. Satram’s accomplices consisted |

of Budu Oja-ligira who was a son of Mathan Senapati, Manai,

Dhanai, Charingia Hali, Baga-damara, Mansindhu Bayan, Kalai,

Jagadhar Brahman the Charingia Barva, Lakhi Hazarika,

Krishnadas Bhandari-Barua and Chitrasen Gandhia Phukan. A

canal was excavated within the enclosures of the capital where

the King and his associates used to have boat-play. The cons-

pirators with a view to kill the Buragohain by some means or

other invited him to their amusements. The sageious Premier

scented the mischief that was brewing against him and he

declined the invitation. The miscreants failing in this attempt

arranged a musical soiree in the palace which the Buragohain

_

power of
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was inviled to attend. Purnananda pretended illness and thus
saved himself from the trap laid against him by the conspirators.

The Premier convened a council of the nobles and officials

to institute an enquiry into the conspiracy a-fopt. The suspects
were hauled up and produced before the assembly. The
Premier’s decision that condign punishment should be meted out
to the conspirators was confirmed by the general body of
councillors. Budu Oja-ligira, originally a servitor of the Premier’s
household, had been appointed as attendant of the young King
with the secret instruction that any conceivable manccuvre against
his former master should be®brought to his notice. He now
conspired against the person of the Buragohain. A slice of flesh
was extracted from his body and his father was made to cat
and chew it piece by piece. Budu was then hoed to death.
The other conspirators were also killed ; the Brahmans were let
off with the loss of their ears, eyes, nose and knee-cups. During
the continuance of the trial Satram was in the company of the
King. The ministers demanded his presence at the court, but
the monarch refused to hand over his friend to the mercy of
the irate tribunal. The young King was ultimately prevailed
upon to part with Satram on condition that his life would be
spared. Satram was expelled from the capital, and the
Buragohain contrived his murder soon after.

First Burmese invasion. Tt transpired that Badanchandra
Barphukan was a party to the conspiracy, and so the Premier
despatched Maheswar Parvatia Phukan to seize his person.
The Barphukan heard of it in time and fled down to Calcutta
with his two sons Janmi and Piali. He solicited the aid of the
Governor-General who refused to give him any succour against
the Buragohain, the latter being a friend of the British, The
Barphukan was advised to proceed to the Burmese court. After
sailing up the river Sri-Lohit Badanchandra reached the Burmese
capital Ava where he was amazed at the splendour and beauty
of the palace and the capital. The Burmese King personally
fed his white elephant with grass and fodder. The Barphukan
related his woes to the King who gave him a contingent of some
two thousand Burmans, Purnananda Buragohain heard of the
advent of the Burmese and he despatched an army to encounter
the enemy. But he died soon after and his eldest son Riswanath
or Ruchinath wag appointed Buragohain. Ruchinath advised
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the King to retreat to Gauhati. On the monarch’s refusal to do
so Ruchinath and his brothers sailed down to Gauhati to escape
from vengeance in the hands of Badanchandra and his Burman
allies.

Chadrakanta Singha in the meantime solicited the friend-
ship of the Dihing Gosain in order to strengthen his position.
The Gosain was brought from his headquarters at Mahura and
honoured with new’ distinctions and presents.

In the encounter between the Ahom and the Burman forces,
the former were routed, and the commanders were yoked together
like bulls. The Barphukan stopped the Burmese from commit-
ting ravages in the land. The Barphukan then interviewed the
King. knelt down before him and narrated the circumstances of
his visit to Burma. The Barphukan sugeested that the King
should now rule the country with himself as the monarch’s
right hand just as it was done previously with Purnananda
Buragohain. To establish friendly terms with Burma Chandra-
kanta presented an Ahom princess of his family, sister of the
prince Jogeswar, to the Burmese sovereign. The Burman
commanders and soldiers were given rich presents and inducsd
to peacefully retire to their country.

Badanchandra now became all-powerful in the state. Srinath
was dismissed from office and Dhani Sandikai was appointed
Barbarua. The Ahom nobles and officials intolerani of the
growing influence of Badanchandra intended to put him to death,
the main wire-pullers in this intrigue being Numali Rajmao
and Dhani Barbarua. Rupsing Subedar killed the Barphukan
one morning. The King fetched Rupsing to his presence and
accused him of killing his friend and supporter. The murderer
escaped by saying that he had done so at the instigation of the
queen-mother.

The sons of Purnananda Buragohain then living at Gauhati
jointly deliberated on the affairs of the country ; they suspected
Chandrakanta as being hoslile to their interests, and so they
planned to set up Purandar Gohain on the throne. Purandar’s
father Brajanath Kowanr welcomed the proposal. and marched
at the head of an army o Mahgarh-ghat. Many of the Phukans
and Baruas joined the standard of Brajanath who now came .
to Jorhat. Chandrakanta was then living at Rangpur. Braja-
nath’s supporters made Purandar a Juvaraj which was objectzd

2a
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to by his father. The Dangarias then declared Purandar Singha
as Muaharaja. Chandrakanta was then deposed and disqualified
for the throne by having his ear clipped. The ex-monarch was
then taken out of the capital and lodged at Taratali where he
was supplied with his necessaries.

Chapter XI.—Swargadeo Purandar  Singha.  Purandar
Singha thus became King while Chandrakanta was kept under
surveillance at Taratali. Brajunath was made Juvaraj. Purandar
Singha then married a daughter of the Pitri-Buragohain, the
late  Purnananda Buragohain Dangaria.  Kameswar Singha
Juvaraj was born of this union.

Second Burmese invasion. Janmi and Piali went to Burma
and informed the King of the murder of their father Badanchandra
and the disposal of Chandrakanta. The Burmese King despatched
an army of 6,000 Burmese and Sham soldiers under the command
of Alungmingi Bargohain with instructions-to punish the enemics
of Badanchandra, and to re-instate Chandrakanta on the throne.
Janmi and Piali allured the Burmese with prospects of money
and fair damsels which they would obtain in Assam. The
Burmese took with them their necessary provisions consisting
of opium, dried meat and wine. Their journey lay through
impenetrable forests and mountains  which they traversed in
processions resembling relays of ants. At night they slept in
the open sky on the tops or feet ‘of hills, and early in' the morn:
ing they awoke to the signal of a gong. The author describes
the rough and rude life of the Burmese soldiers. They now
approached the borders of Assam. The Assamese people sur-
mised the advent of the enemy by the sight of fires in the neigh-
bouring mountains, The Burmese reached Dighali-ghat or
Jaypur. Ruchinath and Brajanath deliberated on the plans of
action and deputed Marangikhowa against the invaders, _ The
Burmese now advanced to Phulpanichinga near the Janji river
where they encountered our army, 18,000 strong. A battle then
ensued between the Ahom and the Burmese forces, and the
terrific roar of the guns and cannon resembled the thundering
of the clouds. The Ahom general Marangikhowa failed to
replenish the exhausted ammunitions of his soldiers. He fled

from the battle-field in a dola. There were heavy. casualties in

the ranks of the Assamese: and the Burmesa won the day.
Ruchinath Buragohain in the company «f Wiz hrothers, Purandar

S}

B m e ——
]
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Singha Mabaraja and Brajanath Juvaraj left the capital and went
to Gauhati, from where they despatched an army under Gagoi
Barphukan to fight against the Burmese. The two forces met
at Khagarijan or Nowgong. The Ahom army was discomfited
and Ruchinath’s party took refuge in Bengal.

Chandrakanta Singha, Second time.  After the defeat and
expulsion of Purandar Singha and his supporters _thq-?u@esc
peneral  Alungmingi  Bargohain  fetched Chnndrékhnm;g_-':&pghft\_

: e T
from his retreat and placed him on the throne of Assam. - -RS‘%‘_,

his mission was now accomplished and as __thl;'Bunm:,se ha&‘ no "
enmity with the general mass of Assamese people, Alungmingi
ordered his soldiers to cease from plunder and massacre.
Alungmingi then returned to Burma after having received due
esents from Chandrakanta.
prﬁsﬁ:anfdmknnm ruled with caution and judgment to undo the
eflects of the Burmese ravages. Janmi, son of Bi}danchandr::..
was appointed Barphukan. One Patal, a Kheremial ?(a{:har_].
was made Barbarua. He had lived at Burma for sqme:hma n‘:}d
come back to Assam with the army of Aiu1:1gmmg1. Majiu
Aideo. sister of Chandrakanta, had been married formerly H;
Maransikhowa, son of Purnananda Buragohain ; on accfrl:xhntwg
the strained relations between Chandrakanta and Marangi ;-a m{
she was now wrested from her husband :_md made over to i
Barbarua as his wife. Patal is popularly known as Patalang

Barh.'}.fr::ﬂ'mw ‘Barbarua suggested: the maintenance of a fortified

teon at Dighalighat, the gate by which the Burmese used to
gu";m;q:;mt."ggﬁamknnmgs‘mghn Meeepipdl e propesal._and
gg;euma..].? atalang Barbarua to erect a fort at the place wh_i-::h
was thenceforth known as Jaypur. Large numbers of hmld;trs
and labourers were stationed at Jaypur. and traders and hawkers
- ished there.
WEMT:_:,I;T; Egiilﬁ: inyasion. The Burmese King. <1_::_=;rutcd a
-oent under Mingimaha Tilowa.. Baju and Sajati Phukan
cqnt’”i declared object of making over some presents to
vl ¢ c;,: nta Singha to strengthen the bonds of friendship that
Chnn-;jrn Egmhﬁsﬁ ed between the Ahom and the Burmese courts,
had bﬁ_:" = roaching Jaypur the Burmese witnessed the prepara-
On tﬁmrdnpbp patalang Barbarua to resist their eventual entrance
f::;s;::a; '!{'h ¢ Burmese exhibited the royal presents to Patalane
: ssam.

"

" N

L____d
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Bm::ha?'f:lﬁdug:]m nu.t~ 0 mlerfere with their advance. The
Bals rvne suddg ;1 friendly conversation with Mingimaha and
Phukan and kn ﬂgk}'dsemd by the Burmese commander Sajati
beheaded. His ]dﬂ- down to the floor. Patalang was then
alone at ;he fuﬂsu iers deserted the garrison. His wife remained
Bacchanalian fy and was outraged by the Burmans in a feat of
towards the capil:{a;l ;r & 1B trmese then left Jaypur and proceeded
to Chandrakanta. Or the purpose of making over the presents
The CPLpT

kanta Sin:If:E::r:jﬂsei If;lg"i"": reported the whole story to Chandra-
was far from beine E;rf'd that the object of the Burmese mission
hain with- an armf: cendly. He despatched Kalibar Burago-
fled down to G h}' i encounter the Burmese, but he himself
who now despa::élh a.;ilﬁ Kalibar was imprisoned by the Burmese
that they had mme ! 4 messenger to Chandrakania to tell him
which the King of a1 )" (© him ornaments and clothes
Kanta replied,—“N urma had sent to him as presents. Chandra-
your urnamm'ns '?]lrﬂr' ki _$i':u|1 I go, and never shall I wear
be fathomed.” L]‘he‘l; real drift of a mleccha’s word can never
but Chandrakant G urmese general proceeded down to Gauhati
whole of Asgsa il s ook refuge in Bengal. Thus |h:

e m now fell into the hands of S
Mingimaha reported to his roval maste
of Chandrakanta, his refusal to wear {
‘!T_C attempt of the Assamese (o k
King became indig
insitections to
Ahom throne,

Eeneg!a:::r d?ﬂl.—Swm;;wa’m Togeswar Singhq.
ordingly placed Jogeswar, son of Baga Kowanr. on

the throne, j
ne. just for the Purpose of satisfying the people : and the

real powers of
EOvVernme ’ =
Bargohain, Nt were exercised by the Burmese

Chandrakanty Singha while

the Burmese,
rat Ava about the flight
| he Burmese presents and
oA fIl the Burmans, The Burmese
e fﬁpthJ‘IEd a fresh contingent with

'S queen’s brother Jogeswar Singha on the

The Burmese

collee : living in Bengal had in his turn
2 Bafgdulahhz?mb%, nfBSikh soldiers. He sailed up zgd“::n}::];ml;erd
they came ba;‘.k :jl_t]'[ urmese also advanced up to Hadira, but
Chandrakanta noy C sight of Chandrakanta’s Sikh continzent,
roldiers “stationey reached Gauhati ang the handful of Burmese
Chindakiik & al that place Teft their camp out of fear

e marched up which was followed by the ﬂighl.:

o
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of the Burmans from which he assured himself of a victory.
He then reached Mahgar-ghat where a bitter contest took place
between the Burmese and Chandrakanta’s Sikh army. The Ahom
prince unaccustomed to the sight of battle and bloodshed
deserted the field and the Burmese caused a terrible massacre
of his soldiers and commanders.

The Burmese reign of terror. After the defeat of Chandrakanta
at Mahgar-ghat the Burmese became the real masters of the
country. A fresh re-inforcement now arrived from Burma under
Mingimaha Bandula, His followers instituted a regime of
plunder and rapine. The Assamese subjects left their homes to
escape from the tortures of the Burmese. Chandrakanta after
living for sometime at Bangal-hat came to Assam and begged
the usurpers to restore him his ancestral throne. This was
refused and Chandrakanta was allowed to live at Rangpur as
a pensioner of the Burmese. The Assamese Captain named Hao
Bara made an abortive attempt to drive the Burmese with the
help of a contingent of Baskatia recruits. He was partially
successful in the earlier part of the campaign but was ultimately
defeated, accompanied by a heavy massacre of his soldiers.

The author here gives a graphic account of the tortures and
barbarities practised by the Burmese soldiers upon the hapless
Assamese people. A number of men and women would her st}ut
up in a house which was set fire to afterwards. Youthful virgins
were forced to become their wives. The people fled to distant,
parts of the country where they were plundered and killed h.}r
the Duflas and other wild tribes. Villagers were ml?bi:d of their
property and were subjected to inhuman tortures in the r:v'ent
of their failure to produce their money. The fathers of beautiful
maidens had great credit with the Burmans; they would be
readily admitted into their fold ; they wcu]d dress themselves
a¢ Burmans and commit excesses upu:?n their own ¢uumrym:?ni
The people taking shelter in forests did not fare 'bcttcr*. babies
in arms died for want of milk due. to the starvation and death
of their mothers. The Burmesc dishonoured all women they
came {cross in the roads and thoroughfares. T:he uely and
unattractive ones were left to the mercy of fate while their more
beautiful sisters enjoyed the continued patronage of the Shan
barbarians, Daughters were molested in presence of their
parents and wives before their husbands.
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The Assam
the gods had n;iﬁin'-::uld L been wiped out of existence if
icunderstanding ety fvened at this stage. There took place &
The Shams killed am[en the Burmese and the Sham soldiers.
commanders Mahmit anzrg]f number of Mans including the
entered Assam and at the s son. In the meantime Scott Sahib
soldiers retired ffom th ® sl the British Paltan the Burmese
The author implores [:.‘ country without offering any opposition.
discribed things whicl = [Grgw,m“ss of his readers for having
s mbz!rc uuu,:u_lc the pale of the scriptures
author and their “If:ﬂ wographical lines. The ancest by ur-;hu
author regrets lhﬂtphgeflrﬂf residence are here described. The
the four castes, for ‘1;31‘ not mkf" his birth within the fmlc of
gasl_etess one. He is :;;:ij:m hg,,,]s derided as an akulin or a
aving his resi Y caste and is name irs
Sonabar H;:::s e::::lcd iait1 Jorhat since his hirth‘b r;:?gh-t;m]fi;“:::;
whom Lakshmj Sin 1h11f: grandfather was also a Hazari u t,
by a non-paik suh'!f:c:. 'Eﬂl'lfi.‘n:ed the usual immunities n:n'np'mi
demanids. Dutimmjr_h' including the remission of gﬂ"n’"rJ :rcll
was degraded from en Jrelates how his ancestor Cl!ir;;.: anen
and intolerance of ; Kath to a Baniya through the o lﬂrua
:i;;va Singha who a“ﬂ‘;i';‘:dhﬂgiri?ﬂ farhs_rua during the rje id;_; rf:ui}i:
the title of Deka ag a and his descendants t
and sinls ] . umble token of thejr f 0, g
L ﬂ?ﬂ:gﬂ:]ﬂ :‘:;r;jlwr regrets that being ler:l]i‘:j p{?%‘lmn
whole-heartedly to Ihr Nie has not been able to devote |,:" T‘hc
Chapter X111 Z::;fhm 3F " s
Scott Sahib TILIoHn unger. the Eo ;
and he SUEE::ISES:] Dikhoumukh with (he gﬂ];:::‘;tt: R‘;T”:jm?
uisiti s . cot i :
them i?-;ngigp;ffi‘-‘n SEWICES‘ of eight E;ﬂfﬂzﬁsanf dthe L
the country, Whicgh N estmate of the lands and " ?m Fln}fcd
Khanda ang Tatiior KWES divided into two parts nI::pu] e ‘nf
Sahib- respectively handa, in charge of Scott Sahib mcd}rcsi:mﬂ]r
BanLk with the rwe A third division wag Cl‘ﬂat::d 'a“th .:Ig:;]
Buri Dihing in the 1;3 Dihang and Dibang in the n;nﬁh i"d. the
A5 an Agency MutaI-eSt and south. This division : tituted
ling British peq ik and had the addig  was conslitu
Singnhon aions  with onal charge of control-
» Ab he  Mataks. Khamtis. Nagas,
The judicial and revenue

-

o
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administration of the country was entrusted to a body of Assamese
nohles who had enjoyed service in the older regime.
Sometimes after  Purandar Singha represented to the
Governor-General that he expected the restoration of his country
w0 him. The Governor-General regretted that the British
gxpedition had cost him a vast sum of money which had to be
cecovered, adding that he was inclined to confer only half the
kingdom to Purandar Singha retaining the other half lo the
British. Purandar Singha being pleased with the friendly atti-
iude of the Governor-General returned to Assam and halled
4t Kurua, a short distance up Gauhati. The Dihing Gosain had
encamping at Kurua for sometime past. Purandar Singha
of the time-honoured friendship between the
Dihing and his ancestors visited the Gosain at
he and his followers were hospitably

been
in recollection
Satradhikars of
his camp where

entertained.

White Sahib then formally installed Purandar Singha as
Raja at Jorhat as a feudatory prince entrusted with the adminis-
tration of Junior Khanda on condition of payment of an annual

tribute of rupees 50,000.

purandar Singha appointed M
as Buragohain and Radhanath as Barbarua, and governed the
territory in his charge on the lines of the previous Ahom rulers.

Purandar’s son Kameswar Juvaraj was an accomplished
He established friendship with Nityasobhanchandra Deva,
A camp was erected for him at Tokolai
e went to see Purandar Singha at his
palace. Kameswar Juvaraj presented 10 the Gosain a tusker

Kameswar. in his turn visited the Gosain

named Gathi-kowanr.
at Tokolai and the prince himself took a leading part in the
musicnl'cnterlainmnnt arranged for the occasion.
Purandar Singha was subsequently removed from his res-
of the Junior Khanda was

ponsibilities. and the government he
resumed by the East Tndia Company. The first British officer
to hold charge of this newly ceded arga was Brodie Sahib.

The author then describes the various activities carried on

i the Cutcherry of the magistrate. The Amolas or clecks with
ills above their ears tun to the Cutcherry to be present
fault of which they will be fined

10 o'clock sharp, in de
deducted from their pay. The Cutcherry has

ahidhar. son of Ruchinath,

nian.
the Gosain of Dibing.
near Jorhat from where h

goose-qu
there at
and the amount

.
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three divisions— . :
e nlattc::-’s iﬁt}im?ﬂ?ﬂumw Sherishta which deals with
Dewani  Sherishta wﬂilﬂ'l s dISprulcs; the second is called
administered b a, lich deals  with money matters being
called F.:aluzrim‘?r \H:lc{r)iﬁ cer known as Munsif; the third one is
into. Petitions Idmfled ;35{;5 F.'f theft ‘iiﬂd murder are enquired
mitted (o the proper y AI]]-MahuF:s are addressed and sub-
on.’s £iked day:and t;:-t‘]rt. The PArlCs 10 a case are 1o appear
witnesses are occasiut ci;r absence is known as garhazir. False
come previpusly t s pmf'i_"“:“d before the court, and they
Slamped PaPcrsywﬁ;zIm?: Petitions have to be submitted on
be purchased at the l:g Have 1o be purchased ; postal stamps can
of two pice ; a kind ::nfi:l Office and a letter can be sent at a cost
of the Maharani has ];fw called Lot or note with the impress
denominations, namel cen introduced consisting of different
Tea gardens h:dw.- ulsy rupees twenty, hundred and one thousand.
is How fhe' Govers 0 been introduced, The auhor adds.—*This
can man enter int ment of Assam is enjoyed by others. How
Prrranitas Rn?anditjhi uxlnl'enuons of the Almighty God ?"
the Government after (he dc‘ceiﬁt the pension granted to him by
his death his son Ka © resumption of his territories. After
preferring: to Tive meswar Juvaraj followed his father's e :
pon his ancestral property. SRR

peswar as the Charingia Raja, K
at the RN andarpeswar w. i
intrf::ar:icsmi:f = fif- fﬂlhers death, and he didai; ?zzivc}:li:f
reported the ﬂuim!g ic}f- - Harnath Parvatia Barua Sadac.amin
conspiracy against th‘:h é number of men as being engaged in a
and taken 1o Caicut{;a overnment. Kandarpeswar was arrested
of Rs. 500 per month. wi EE was afterwards granted a pension
al Gauhati. Manimm'[;.; the help of which he passed his days
OF Tepresentative of Kaﬂdw:m was then in Caleutta as the mukteer
being (he restoration arpeswar Singha the object of his stay
tioning the Lay Sahihﬂf the country to Kandarpeswar by peti-
10 Assam in charpe f Maniram was arrested and sent back
of the Gabhary I\%cli?u Ee:illﬂn;:;rfﬂf ‘Fritish soldiers, One Piali
amily was arrested. Maniram

and Piﬂ]i Wi
3 are Suhse u
in this conneet; quently executed, M !
i & - Many men we nished
Panimuar Khat::;n 'ai‘nd there scemed to ?ba: I:lv;;g"l?;o;hnf
them was ons Dy he prisoners were sent to Alipur; among
! o=

Dutiram .
Barya Sherishtadar who believed himself
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to be innocent. His son Priyalal, unable to see the sufferings
of his father, proceeded to Calcutta, saw the Governor before
whom he pleaded for the release of his father. Dutiram was
released and also the other prisoncrs for which people showered
thanks and blessings upon Priyalal,

Here the author ends his book with the customary perora-
tion enjoining wupon all people 1o abandon the transient
attractions of wealth and position, to refrain from entertaining
any malice towards any creature. “If this is done Hari will be
merciful to you and accept you as his true devotee, and you will
oo to heaven uttering the name of Ram.”

9. BiswESWAR VAIDYADHIPA'S BURANJL
Chapter I.—Swargadeo  Gaurinath Singha.  Swargadeo
Gaurinath Singha, being continuously harassed by the attacks
and depredations of the Moamaria insurgents fled down to
Gauhati in January 1788, leaving the Prime Minister Purnananda
Buragohain in charge of the affairs of the capital Rangpur. While
stopping at Gauhati he heard that the rebels had put to death two
of his trusted generals and occupied the capital. He deputed
three messengers to Caleutta to solicit the aid of the British
Governor-General of India. As a result of the King's request
Captain Welsh came to Assam at the head of a detachment of
sepoys officered by several British commanders. Captain Welsh
in the company of the King proceeded up the Brahmaputra and
arrived at Deorgaon from where a force was sent against the
Mataks. The rebels surrounded the sepoys and hurled at them
worde of defiance and death. The trained firing of the sepoys
caused heavy casualties in the ranks of the Moamarias and they
dispersed saying,—"This is not the work of man but of God.
and we have been punished because we have not observed the -
distinction between righteousness and sin.” The Buragohain

proceeded with the subjects to greet the King at Dikhoumukh.

The King and his minister having met after a long time gave
vent to their sorrow at the plight of the country.
Captain Welsh

the Moamaria revo
Kirtichandra had provoked the

severe punishment

asked Purnananda to narrate the origin of
It. and the Prime Minister narrated how
Morans to hostility by inflicting
on their leader for some irregularity in the
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supply of elephantis. :
plan revenge F:’ﬂr E‘hicfhfhj;{}l::?uﬁzt H; o b?d:"r at Kakatal to
the son of their spiritual | SO e SERHOR of
Mohanmala Barjan: cader. They had taken with them
throne at the uétmfﬂahm" Who bad been deprived of the
machinations. af Kj‘; Rajeswar Singha’s accession through the
wanted 10 know about thr |- D200 The  Captain  then
described the wulisuzl:;tllhti'mplm~ Rungpur,l S Bs, Lrciisr
rasid?;]cc and private :—lpﬂri:‘l;:tc‘.&&[;f E:;cthle{i:;y okl g
o . : :
Moamaria c;zﬁ::;:" hming heard the . entire account of the
recover Rangpur d':'? -rL;I{ the Premier of hig determination to
the advent of the F‘r‘: 7S reported to Bharathi Raja about
and. dismay descrmd! '“IEI army. - The rebels seized with pinic
where Sarvananda was o0 0d proceeded to Bengmara
Sarvananda despa;chﬁdaf_l. ruling as an independent chieftain.
the Firingis in e DOI0ArU named Godha to fight with
rebels then concen:ﬂnjunmqn With - Bharathi’s followers. The
proceeded with i r;;te:j lhmr*rﬂmes at Sibsagar. Captain Welsh
Kondnt iy fi cﬁ mfr:e against the rebels leaving the King at
abusive terms tlngP‘EnY Of the Bibi. The Mataks uttered
against the Firingisaﬂfi:;nfo::::lnxnul:]sa:?n :1;:1:1 esth and rushed
o SeRst e { errible one and the o
witlh égfp?e';“ﬁ:;un]s clouded the sky, and the earth was :?:E:i
lost a finger and ?11 ";IE:U:I-‘: £h.the el of 4 tempest.  Bharathi
X E?'mnanl of his force, rom the battle-field with Godha and
he i
ASiih, ﬂfi:?il::?ii: now entered the capital and (he Captain left
The Promier theng restored Gaunna_th to his throne at Rangpur.
Rangpur 1o Jnrhqtpr[ingEd b Sfm’ting of the capital from
the rebels, Guur;n:;lh Zirf;;;?ill.m:e:g B L fevestaied by
““mlgaf:tﬂKaITaIc;war Singha as hism:::l::aigs:zi e
hes Bierosc nfi_t-h :m gadeo R'r{mr.'fc.*:wnr Singha. The author
describes the period n:lgn of this monarch in thirty lines. He
or the reign of Ra G| Kamaleswar Singha as being ‘Ram-rajya
Crops and fighes mchandra, full of peace and prosperity, sof
compared to Sym: ;" the words of the poet. Purnananda is
with the mrganim?il:fl minster of Ramehandra: He is credited
enemies. He g riar: ;:r the JEPOYS and the supression of the
patient, candid ang intelligent, devoted to pure
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ways of living, and adorned with all high gualities. He is a
benefactor of the Brahmans and Mahantas. The King's mother
is then compared to Daivaki, the mother of Srikrishna, The
prosperity and wealth of other countries have sought refuge in her,
a fact proved by her being the mother of two successive sovereigns,
Kamaleswar Singha died after a reign of fourteen years.

Chapter IIL—Swargadeo  Chandrakanta Singha @ First
Burmese invasion. Kamaleswar Singha was succeeded by his
brother Chandrakanta Singha. Things went on smoothly during
the first seven vears of his reign, at the end of which there broke
out dissensions among the ministers. Purnananda Buragohain
deputed men to arrcst Badanchandra, the Barphukan or Viceroy
at Gauhati. Badanchandra for fear of life sailed down to
Calcutta where he begged of the Governor-General for a contin-
gent of sepoys. The Governor-General refused to rcumply wn_h
the Phukan’s request saying that he would not deviate from his
promise not to help with soldiers any one bm‘an independent
sovercign. The Governor-General, however, ﬂ-:iwsedttht Phukan
to ¢o to Burma and seek the help of the Burmese _Ktng who was
described as a very powerful monarch, as having conguered
many territories, adding that hostilities between the Burmans

and the Firingis had continued without any cessation from a

long time like the contest between Karna and Arjuna. The
Governor-General had personally to go to Burma to sec to the
termination of their long-standing enmity in which he was of
course successful. :

The Barphukan proceeded accordingly to‘Burma a,nd
related to the King the affairs of Assam, and the plight to which

he had been reduced. The Burmese King out of pity despmehec!
a force against Assam under a general nat_ned Bom Sensjpufl
who was ;peciaiI},r entrusted with _Ihc destruction of ?h.e Phukan's
enemies, refraining at the same time f‘mm nf*»:f hﬂshhﬁy mwarqs
the Tndra-vamsi ruler of Assam, adding— If you '-:miz:te this

destroyed with your children and

order of mine vou will be L1
Frzczds." Bom genﬂpgti marched towards Assam and was joined
on his way by the chiefs of Munkang, Hukum and Srpgphnw.
After some months the Burmese force reached Ghilamara.

; of the Burmese army, met the

Kamini Phukan, a representative :
- When questioned about the

Ahom peneral Gagoi Rajkhowa. g
obiect 5; the Burmese expedition to Assam, Kamini Phukan
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;g;::n:u:,flh,:;s :1!:1? ﬁ;;{: u]::nd‘zc to place Gambhesing Raju on the
Gambhesing was cl-:s::ril:hcc'l:JI js"cl:iidr:onus fhis
;hmugh one of his wives, who had left p
wargadeo at Gauhatj,

I{Flmfni Phukan finished

'rmth steength and courage
if not, you should in g
submission ang homage,”

Gagoi Raj : :
and thcg ]{iﬁgajkh;;jd communicated the news to the Buragohaia
through Melen tmml Phukan i the meantime proczeded
suddenly a¢ thi ﬂ_f:?ﬂfa‘:de.,_ Purnananda Buragohzain  died
regret and ﬂppﬂimgm;dl juncture. The King cxpressed his

Prime Minster urnanu_nda's_ son Ruchinath to the office

of 4 sepoy continen ‘Gagm Rajkhowa marched at the head
Thg:nl and met the Burmese invaders led by

noise of guns remm:‘;c;vas furious fighting on both sides. The
the battle-fielq Th the sky and many soldiers perished in
2 ¢ Burmans Wﬂ{l_lj!d not give way even through
: agoi Senapati being dismayed
fort which was afterwards F;.urmundid by :;he

minister. This
Gaurinath Singha
the company of the
He was borp outside his rnn;thurlund.-
up by saying—*“If you are endowed
then come forward and give us battle ;
body go to him and offer him due

urmans Th .
surrendered thSir Jzi:r?r?:gldmm seized with panic and fear
arphukan, nd offered submission, Badanchandra

the scene, asked the Burmans
e Us came to an end -to-the dis-
€ntered the-fory and e Samese. The Burmese now
the . Ahom soldiers “-']FI:“E(] the arms and ammunitions from
- . € commanders were taken out and

Gagoi Rajkhowa was made
for the diversion of his Burman

He was th :
en led to g neighbouring stream and ducked

N the waters,

The news of thic 1
F | Siﬂgha_ lh]-':i (]I.S
as being the

Ruchinath %Ster NS communicated to Chandra-
uragohain suggested ﬁight to Gauhati

Ciljﬂt:m};ama replied, —*“If 1 desert

4 H$ ﬂtE thc "

use of my bcint' iIf his subjects are daslroﬁzlj?;d E]:rl: ilss ,I:g

AHOW my country to be devas-

o my heels. T will embrace

the sake of my country.”

|
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Ruchinath Buragohain fled down with his brothers to Gauhati.
The Burmese entered Jorhat and Badanchandra saluted the
Swargadeo. At the request of the King Badanchandra narrated
the circumstances of his visit to Burma. He could not understand
the language of the Burmans till he met in Burma an old
acquaintance named Hali. The Burmese queen, who was
originally an Assamese lady palmed off to the Burmese palace
by the Singphows, introduced Badanchandra as her brother and
interceded for him with the Burmese King, as a result of which
he obtained a Burmese force to accompany him to Assam.
Badanchandra regretted that the enemies for whose extermina-
tion he had taken so much trouble could no longer be available.
Badanchandra was asked not to chase down Ruchinath Bura-
gcrh;:fn' in default of his father and thus bring about chaos and
disorder in the country. He was appointed Mantri-Phukan.
The Burmese soldiers were given presents of ornaments and
dress and asked to retire peacefully to their country. Bom
Senapati bowed down to the Swargadeo and went back to Burma
with presents of precious articles as well as a princess for the
King of Burma. Badanchandra was afterwards murdered by
Rupsing Subedar at the instigation of other ministers.
Chandrakanta Singha deposed. The death of Badanchandra
left Chandrakanta Singha without a powerful supporier,

* Ruchinath Buragohain deputed his brother Jagannath Dhekial

Phukan., commonly known as Sarugohain, fo the Governor-
General at Caleutta to ask for a contingent of British sepoys
to ficht with the Burmese, who, as he alleged, had taken Ii_w
Ahom King as captive to Burma. Thgt Govarnof-Geneml .:!1-:}
not helieve in the story and refused to interfere with the affairs

of another country. Brajanath Gohain, great-grandson of King

n ; ik ; : : R
Singha, was then living in exile at Silmari in [
Sl He now joined hands with

ctrict of Rungpoor in Bengal.
g;us::guhain andgmarched at rhe}mﬁd of a force‘ of Dandua or
Sikh mercenerics against Gauhati. A native 'E.D]:diﬂrt was dressed
up as a Sahib as a make-believe that British aid had been
nblni;-.ed. Brajanath and 5a1t11g¢1hain went up to 'Elnrluat and
assured Chandrakanta of their lovalty and support in order to
disarm all opposition. They then concenirated their adherents
nath’s son Purandar as king.

aja
1t one place and declared B’:’*T A
thoueh the real power was wielded IL'J'V his father who was
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plundered all pjs belongings

The de ande:
queﬂﬂ_mmhgﬂﬁs:fh;nquanta Was then taken to Taratali, The
TR Chnndﬂ ;fscd Chnqdrukanm 10 pray to Srikrishna
aiid’ was: blesseg 1‘2;1 anta I'EPE.dl'Ealrt:d at the feet of Srikrishna
B o) g ﬂ‘l:l't the vision beatific of Srikrishna. The
depited & me PAsston upon the wnfortunate monarch, and

ssenger to tell the Burmese King about Ch;ncﬁm-

kanta's depoe: e
Posal by Brajanath, This news reached the ears of -

Hemo Mepy .
King Bﬂd:w};i; ﬂm; Ag’“”“ princess presented to the Burmese
partner to r:;-inst.ut%F h andrakanta, ~ She implored her roval
the Burmese Kip ¢ her brother on the throne of Assam, and
like Chﬂndmkanmg adily agreed saying—*T haye no friend
P . hfa has;lcsslt:id me with a youthful paramour
a | 0o old mg Tovio ATy
Young girl becomeg thoughtless or‘n a(;:”(;};;:::%- t:;:n:::;f :f“}unné
°Pdration even for o moment. I have
King Dasaratha, at the instance of
good virtues, ang that R {-‘{mndra who was the receptacle of
. 4m in obedience to his father's behest

Sinilisty o The sister of Chandrakanta has
moured my heart, ang she has occupied the hdighﬂil

Position amon

: 2 the beaut

mactive hegri eidid my harem. How ca emain
. fing the tale of sorrow ? 1 feel likc"pzr:;:ja]h'

'ﬂ'ﬂq stronga under the command of the general
Buragohain who  sent MeWs reached the ears of the Ahom
Senapati, The Burmese ?ﬂi;i‘;}’ Gf}?_ll‘f!ﬂ under Gagoi-Phukan
; ; Hamara from where thev

“E::;l' _march being interrupted by
ey M general favourable to the
concentrated their soldiers near

at Sulpanich; :
Tespons e i ength believed thay Chandrakants was
CSpatche eMissaries cursion of the Burmese, and he
S 10 put Chandrakanta o death, who

having race:
Ceived gee :
dee . ot of it left 13 :
p forest in 1. COmpany of Dn:'fraﬂ.uarters and entered into
nuram,

b
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Bartle of Suipanichiga. Then there took place a terrible
contest between the Ahom and the Burmese forces at Sulpanichiga,
GugDi-SL!ﬂI‘ipiltI‘WhD had figured so prominently during the first
Bu?'mcsc invasion was threatened by Kiamingi who said,—
“Listen, oh, you wicked Gagoi, last time after your defeat you
were taken to the waters with a rope round your waist. You
were immersed in water and striped off of your clothes. Shame-
less as you are dare to fight with us once again. This time you
will be captured and not allowed to escape scot-frec. Beware,
the god of death dances on your head.” The Burmese dug a
number of trenches, and remained ready for attack. Gagoi-
Senapati ordered his soldiers to fire, and this was reciprocated
from the hostile camp. The noise of gunshot resembled the
continuous humming of bees. There were heavy casualties on
both sides. Raghubar, a Subedar of the Ahom army, dashed
into the hostile lines on horse-back. He was met by a general
of Munkang who aimed his javelin at the Subedar. Raghubar
evaded the spear-thrust by a deft maneeuvre of his body. He
then lopped off the head of the Munkang general, spurred his
horse to the Ahom camp followed by cheers even from his enemy
for his dash and courage. The Burman Kiamingi then personally
appeared at the main theatre of contest. His presence embold-
ened his followers and dismayed the hearts of the Assamese.
The combut deepened but the Assamese could not regain their
lost courage. They began to tremble with fear even though they
had with them their weapons and arms. The Assamese soldiers
taok to their hecls. Even the redoubtable Hao Bara of
Lakhimpur deserted the field along with his Baskatia army.
The flight of the Assamese army resembled the dispersal of the
clouds during a tempest. The Burmese signalised their victory
by blowing their trumpets. The battle of Sulpanichiga took
place on Saturday, the fifth of Phalgun. 1740 Saka, correspond-
ine to February 17, 1819 A.D.

" Like Badanchandra Barphukan the chief ally of the
Burmese during the first invasion, one Momai Barua guided the
Burmese in this second expedition. He was a descendant of the
Bara-Bhuyans, and had his family home in Namrup. Being in
relationship a maternal uncle of Chandrakanta Singha, he was
called Momai Barua. He was well-known for his pluck and
intelligence. He was deputed by Purnananda Buragohain to the
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Sif:tgphuw country to recover the Assamese captives and refugees
with the promise to appoint him chief of Namrup if he succeeded
in his mission. Momai Barua found it difficult to subdue the
refractory Singphows. He then proposed to coerce them with
the help of a Burmese force, for which he visited Ava. The
H:urrnf.'.s:: King having discovered Momai's abilities despatched
him against the Mogals ( or the Arracanese). The Mogals were
defeated and Momai was appointed Raja of that place undef
the golden throne of Ava. He was brought from that place 10
accompany Kiamingi during his expedition to Assam.

After the defeat of the Ahom army at Sulpanichiga.
Ruchinath Buragohain, his brother Marangikhowa Gohain and
Dhekial Phukan, and Brajanath left Jorhat and proceeded down
to Gauhati. Chandrakanta Singha was then living in the forest
I:iﬂtll.?r the protection of one Kachari-Thakur. The Thakur hav-
ing heard of the victory of the Burmese went with Chandrakanta
to Momai Barua who gave secret shelter to the unfortunate
monarch. Kiamingi deliberated with Momai Barua with regard
to the affairs of Assam. The Burmese general was of :~pi;'mn
that Assam had many valorous fighters, but owing to the absence
of a good leader they had to meet reverses in the battle-field.
Hs then enguired of Chandrakanta’s whereabouts. Momai
Barua then led, Chandrakanta, his mother and his wife to Taratali
_aud L:n:]::t him at his residence with due dignity and stv!m:. ;:m
interview was then arranged between Chandrakanta :;1n+.11 the
Burmese general.
mkc:i;h‘;fﬂ“}':'{fé“;;:d;agif crr;-‘ufml}u; o i
ik brthe B ; ear for the I?-urmese, They were

v the Burmese and subjected to innumerable tortures
zzdﬁ]? assumption that they were supporters of the Buragohain
ek R M RN
o s Y‘E}Ul’ 2 e arl:ama P:lr|~B:4JIa;%oha1n. w_lmrc an:
Dl el ! ¢ has caused thm' dire calamity. The

g has been reduced to a miserable plight, and the whole
country is on the verge of destructi : : et
et . ge estruction. Your sons have m

and taken to their heels throwing tl bjects in the

sed of Burmese tormentation.” Momai i s 0% hed
th elodi o Lie ) omai Barua was approact®
n behalf of the hapless Assamese subjects and

ctay Ihg: oppressi
- ssi o ; :
oav pressionof the ruthless invaders. Momai Barua ther

" Rangpur, Bajufaya and Sajatai

e to Kiamingi a vivi ot _ >
mingt a vivid description of the atrocities cnmmiltcd
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by the Burmese soldiers, adding that their continuance would
only bring about the depopulation of the country as the subjects
would be compelled to take ghelter in foreign lands. The
Burmese general released the captives, punished his miscreant
followers and promulgated orders to his army to refrain from
all acts of plunder and rapine. Thus the Assamese were saved
through the intervention of Momai Barua. _
Chandrakanta re-instated. Chandrakanta was then taken to
Rangpur and installed there as king by the Burmese. Kiamingi
then took leave of the King and departed for Burma leaving in
Assam a Burmese force under the command of Momai Barua.
The old Ahom olficers and nobles now joined the banner of
Chandrakanta, and Momai Barua became all-powerful in the
land. One Dhani became Barbarua ; the Dekaphukan was
appointed Bargohain ; the deposed Barpatra Gobain was
re-instated in his office ; Jayram, uncle of Momai Barua, and
Baloram, his nephew, were appointed Khargharia Phukan and
Puranimelia Barua respectively ; Sarvananda’s son Kalibar was
apponted Buragohain ; and Manjai Kowanr was made Neog-
Phukan. A grand meeting of the officers and nobles was held
to devise measures to resist any possible manceuvre of the party
of Brajanath.. Dhani Barbarua's valorous promise 1o oust llhc
imposters Wwas Jaughed down by the Barpatra Gohain Who
reminded him of his intrepidity and cowardice d{SpIu;ﬂsd in the
earlier campaigns. Momai Barua smiled and Sﬂld.T'- Dunt be
afraid, T will take the field myself. If the real Firinghis come
o fight against Uus. if the Bargis or Mahrattas sharpen their
swords, 1 possess the necessary courage to defeat them all.
Even if the enemy receive the support of the gods, T am sure of
putting them 1o flight and of preserving the independence of my
country.” Momai Barua then marched at the head of an army
leaving C.‘Imndrak:'fnhi under the protection of two Burmese
commanders Sajatl Phukan and Bajufaya. _
Taking advantage of the absence of Momai Baﬁua f}'ﬂm
Phukan made up their minds
to put 0 death the leading nobles and uf‘{icers who had formerly
supported the claims of Brajanath. ‘Dimm Barbarua was dragged
from his seat at the court and subjected to severe tortures after
which he was shot and had his stomach ripped open. The
Bargohain was also killed. All those who were suspected of

e
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enmity to Chandrakanta were killed or mutilated, The surviving
officers were afterwards imprisoned, but they were subsequently
released through the intervention of Chandrakanta.

Battle of Khagarijan. The force led by Momai Barua,
though Assamese in spirit and intention, consisted mainly of
Burmese and Doanias. Ruchinath Buragohain and his adherents
knew fully that the success of Momai Barua meant disaster to
them, as they had behaved in a systematically hostile manner
towards the cause of Chandrakanta, Gagoi-Senapati now joined
Ruchinath and made preparations to encounter the force of
Momai Barua. He collected a numerous force of sepoys which
was swelled by local recruits. A colossal stockade was erecled
at Kbagarijan or Nowgong. Momai Barua pitched his camp
on the south bank of the Kalang river. Secing the impregnable
character of Gagoi-Senapati’s fort a large number of Nagayan
sepoys belonging to the camp of Momai Barua joined the army
of Ruchinath. Some of them returned  to their original lines
but they were all put to death by the Burmese commander Sek
Senapati. Sek then crossed the Kalang and erected three forts
on the north bank of the river. He was accompanied by Matak
soldiers, as well as the Charingia Gohain, the Neog-Phukan and
the Captain Gohain.

~ The first shot of the campaign was fired by Sek Senapati
which was returned by intense cannonading from Gagoi's
artillery under the direction of an expert gunnner named Khalasi.
In the battle that followed the northern division of the Burmese
army were defeated and put to flightt Momai Barua then
crossed the Kalang and appeared before the discomfited
Burmes:: soldiers who regained their Jost courage just as elephant
cubs frightened by a tiger recover from fright and panic at the
sight of their leader. The contest was renewed with redoubled
vigour. The visage of Momai Barua assumed a terrible aspect
as it shone with the effulgence of a midday sun. Khalasi Bangal
fired his cannon, but he was shot dead by Momai Barua. The
deaﬂ} of Khalasi disheartened the followers of Gagoi and they
fled in confusion and fear like a herd of little deer out of fright
for a lion,

Momai Barua then announced his victory by the beat of
drums. Gagoi-Senapati who was seriously wounded during the
engagement died in his fort during the course of the night and
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this was followed by evacuation of the entire garrison of
Khagarijan as the inmates fled to dnlf::rent_ quaﬁrs, —

During the period of Burmese invasion 1 dem:lgl ;ﬂ; e
visited by portents and omens : (rees Were uproote [w1:] : '-timc}'
wind or tempest; jackals wused to howl : even l?ﬂdcd}bﬂbicsr
princesses used to give birth to tiger-cubs ; fmnlr;lala e
were born of mortal mothers; dmet;Ln%?nsu goc: [; :: u:::segnds 2

C 1 of their own accord ; s g
:);0:]{: S;:id with perspiration, and the earth began to tremble

furiously. ( Here the manuscript ends abruptly.)

THE END.
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English and Assamesc sources by S. K. Bhuyan. s,

Folk Literature of Assam @ An Introductory Survey by Pe D. Goswami.

Rs. 4

Grammar ond Dictionary of Lakher or Mara Language, by late Rev. R. A.
Lorrain. Hs. 10

History of Civilisation of Assam : A rescarch work dealing with both the
political and cultural life of the people to the end of the twelfth
century A.D. with Maps, Genenlogical Tables Plates, Bibliography.
cle, by Dr. P. C Choudhury. with 2 "Forg:wurd by Dr. A. L.
RBasham, Professor of Sauth-Asian history in the University of
London, Rs. 30 )

Tungkhungia Buranji : A history of Assam, AD. 1681 to 1826 with
Gc:::.'!lagiuul '1'ab1r.~a. Bibliography, etc., ed. by Dr. §. K. Bhuyan.
Published by the Oxford Umversity Press. Rs. 11

Baharistan-I-Ghaybi ; Conpflicts with the Moguls in /8521, Bengal, Bihar
Orissa in early seventeenth cenlury. Translated from the original
Persinn by M. L Borah. In two volumes. Rs. 10 per sel.

Account of Assam : Coqpiled in 1807-14 by Dr. Erancls Hamilton, for-

merly Buchanan-Second Edition. Rs. 2.50 n.
Eurly British Relations with Assam : A history of Assam containing relation-
transfer of power to the

ship with the East Indin Company and the
Crown, by Dr. S. K. Bhuyan. Re. 1'23 oP,
Bullclgl. No. 3 ‘-?’Rh an Introduction by His Excellency Sit Michael Keane,
overnor of Assam, 1932-1937. Re
Hulletin No. 3 ; A Souvenir of the Opening Ceremony of the Marayani
Handiqui Historical Institute. Re. 1'50 nk.
Bulletin No. 4 : A Souvenir of the Unveiling Ceremony of the portrait of
the late Mrs, Narayoni Handiqui. Re.
Descriptive Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts :
severdl representative Assamese, Ahom an
by pandit Hemchandra Goswhmi. Re. 3
Ghora Nidan @ A hand--ook on the diseases of the horse and their remedies,
Assamese text with parallel English translation. Re. 1.37 nP.
Tantra : A treatise on Tantrik Cult, in Assamese with paraliel
""“"‘E’,f':"ﬁsh n:l::msi:ilin:-n and varous mystical diagrams appended to the
i dit Hemchandra Goswami. Re. 1'50 nP.
same, by Pan

Contains descriptions of
d Sanskrit manuscripts,
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ASSAMESE

Sankhacuda-vadhn Kavya : A profusely illustrated moanuseript with 157
tricolour blocks. ed. by Dr. P. € Choudhury.

Cachari Duranji @ Assam-Cachar relations upto AD. 1714, ed. by Dr.
5. K. Bhuyan. Sccond edition, Rs. 3

Jayantin Buranji : Assam-Jayantin relations upto A.D. 1744, ed. Dr. S, K.
Bhuyan. 5S:cond edition. Rs. 4

Ankia Nat : Containing the extant dramas of Sankaradeva, Madhavadeva,
and Gopaladeva. ed. by Dr. B. K. Barun, Second edition. Rs. 3

Bhakti-Gita Samkalona : A coliection of devotional songs by Vaisnava
writers, ed. by Dr. M. Neop,

Assnm Buranji : AD,

1228—1826, by Harakarta Sador Amin. Second
edition. Rs o,

Eamrapar Buranji : Conlaining details of the As:am-Mogu! conflicts, ed.
by. Br. 8. K. Bhuyan. Second edition. Rs, 4

Deodhai Assam Buranji : An earlier Abom history, with severnl shorter

EH'-‘.\_:_lit.‘h'ﬁ of Assam, ed. by Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, Second edition.

5 5

Tungkhungia Boranji : A history of Assom, A.D. 1688—18( 6, by Srinath
Duura Barbarup. Second edition Rs. 5

Asamar Padya Duoranji : Two metrical cronicles by Dutiram Haoazarika and
Visvesviir Vaidyadhipa., Rs. 5

Tripara Burunji ; Detniled account of Tripura by two Asscmese CNVOY'S
deputed 1o Tripura Cowt, ed. by Dr. S. K..Bhuyan. Sccond
edition. Rs. 2:50 np. : i/ in

Assam ranji * ; 48—1681, with a chronology of cvents in
ali?::n-z.rﬂf}f:a}?m l'rlc?r:'lghllg. ]1'4-:»- to 1825, ed. by 5. K. Dutia. Ke. 1

Assam Buranji : AD. 1228 to 1696. recoversd from the family of late
Sukumar Mahanta of Morth Gauhnti. Second edition. Rs. 4

Assam Buranji Sara : A history of Assam from AD. 1228 to 1833, by
Kasinath Tamul Phuken. Ed. by Dr. 1. C. Choudhury, Rs. 3

Bharatiya Pratootattva ; Indian Archacology in Assamese. Rs. 2

SANSKRIT

Vrttamanjari : A valuable treatise on Sunskrit poetical metres with notes,
by late Mohamohopadhyaya Dhiresvaracaryya. Rs, 15

Nitilatankur ; A treatise on politics and warfare, with parallel Assamese
translation. Re. 1

A Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuseripts : ed. by Dr. P.C. C houdhury., Rs. 15

AHOM

Abom Buranji : A history of Assam from the earliest time 1o the end of
the Ahom rule, in Ahom script and language, with parallel English
translation, ed, by Raishahib Golap Chandra Barua. Rs. 6

Ahom E_.r:iugnﬂ : With Ahom-Assamese and Assamese-Ahom vocabularies
with English equivalents based on i

. old manuseripts, ed. by M. N
Deodhal Phukan & B, Barun, Rs= 15







